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AD VER ot 118 MEN T. 


HE Aathor of ti the 3 Diſcourſe preſumes 
not to trouble the Public with it, under the 
pretence of offering any thing new upon a ſubject 
that has been fo often handled by the ableſt writers. 
But in an age wherein the office of the holy miniſtry 
is groſsly reviled by ſome, who maintain it to be an 
inſtitution of man; greatly deſpiſed by others, who 
even profeſs to believe divine revelation; and mourn- 
fully profaned by many who are inveſted with it ;— 
old truths demand a new hearing. When both pul- 
pit and preſs daily teem with the moſt noxious er- 
rors, it is the duty of every friend of Zion to“ take 


4 her by the hand, and, according to his ſtation 


and opportunities, humbly to contribute his mite for 


the ſupport of the Redeemer's kingdom. If this at- 


"tempt ſhall be uſeful, through the bleſſing of God, 


for exciting any into 'whoſe hands it may fall to a 
more diligent conſideration and improvement of the 
miniſtry, as what muſt eventually prove to them, ei- 


ther the favour of life unto life, or the ſavour of 
& death unto death;“ or to a more conſcientious diſ- 


charge of it; the end of the Author is gained. 
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2 Tim. iv. 4. 


i Watch thou in all things, endure irn. — make s ſal 
proof of thy 1 


; HE moſt honourable and important office to which 

God ever called any (inful man, is that of the holy 
miniſtry, The moſt glorious angels would have 

,- | eſteemed it an honour, as we find they have done in the 
| temporary diſcharge. of it upon particular decaſions; and 
f in many reſpects would have been much fitter for it than 
ſuch unworthy creatures as we, had not God, in his infi- 
| nite wiſdom, ſeen meet to © put the treaſure in earthen 
| « veſſels, that the excellency of the power” might appear 

to be entirely of himſelf, Even the Son of God © de- { - 
„ lighted to do the will of his Father, — in preaching - 

* righteouſneſs in the great congregation ;” and, in pro- 
ſpect of his work, from all eternity “ rejoiced in the ha- 

% bitable parts of God's earth.“ Never were ſuch illu- 
ſtrious ends accompliſhed by ſuch unlikely means, as the 1 
glory of God and the ſalvation of ſinners, by the ““ ſtill 1 f | 
& ſmall voice” of the goſpel. But the work is fo honour- | 1 
able in its nature, ſo extenſive in its exerciſe, ſo awful in 
its conſequences, and ſurrounded by ſo many difficulties 
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on every hand, that it requires the utmoſt vigilance, pa- 
tience, labour, and fidelity. The Apoſtle Paul, who was 
fuch a wiſe maſter-builder, and one ſo thoroughly verſed 
in the ſervice, was not unmindful to inform his“ beloved 
6 fon Timothy,” either of its duties or difficulties: 4 But 
© watch thou in all things,” &c. 
Paul wrote this epiſtle from Rome, a ſhort time before 
his ſecond and laſt appearance at Nero's bar, while he was. 
aſſured in his mind, that the time of his departure was 
& at hand.” This perſuaſion might proceed, either from 
a prophetical revelation, warning him of his approaching 
end, or from a rational concluſion, ariſing from the per- 
ſecuted ſtate of the church at that time, when that bloody 
monſter charged the burning of the city upon the Chri- 
ſtians. It is generally agreed by eccleſiaſtical writers, that 
this was the laſt epiſtle which the Apoſtle wrote. It ſeems 
to have been his great deſign in writing it, to guard Ti- 
mothy againſt the Judaiſing teachers, who were then 
greatly diſturbing the church; to ſtrengthen his hands, 
and encourage his heart, when he was about to loſe ſuch a 
kind inſtructor, and compaſſionate father; and to devolve 
3 on him a conſiderable ſhare in the care of the churches, 
Fg after his own deceaſe, as he had proved him diligent and 
_— faithful as an extraordinary officer in the ſervice of his 
| great Lord. Therefore, while he is doing his laſt duty to 
him in the epiſtolary way, and uncertain whether he might 
ever again fee him face to face; under the deepeſt im- 
preſſions of love to Chriſt, for whoſe fake he was “ ready 
to be offered, to be poured out as a libation,” ver. 6. of 
concern for the church, of affection to Timothy, and 
eſpecially of that awful appearance that he was ſhortly to 
make before the tribunal of God, he charges Timothy, 
In the moſt ſolemn manner, by that appearance that he al- 
ſo ſhould make before that dread tribunal, to be faithful 
and conſcientious in the diſcharge of that great truſt com- 
- mitted to him; as we find from the firſt and ſecond verſes 
of this chapter. He enforces this charge in verſes 3. and 
4. by a confideration of thoſe pernicious and ruining er- 
rors which he foreſaw, by the ſpirit of prophecy, coming 
on the church, He returns to his.charge in the words of 
| | . Our 
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5 our text: e But watch thou in all things, endure afflic- 


* * tions, — make full proof of thy miniſtry.” \ 
d Theſe words contain a threefold exhortation, to vigi- 
d lance, to patience, and to faithfulneſs. 1. To vigilance : , 
it Watch thou in all things.” The word tranſlated watch | 


originally ſignifies ſobriety, as oppoſed to intemperance. 
e Thence it is uſed to denote watchfulneſs ; becauſe, as in- 
8 toxication naturally inclines to /leep, ſobriety is neceſſarily 
8 connected with watchfulneſs. It is found in both ſenſes 
_ in the New Teſtament. The miniſter of the goſpel is often 
5 in ſcripture repreſented as a watchman ; it is therefore re- 
a quired of him, as a primary qualification, that he ſhould 
7 be ſober. 2: To patience : The word rendered endure af- 
: fitons occurs in two other places of this epiſtle. In 
t chap. 2. 3. where it is uſed metaphorically, in relation to 
; the fatigues of the military life : ** Endure hardneſs, as a 
: good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt.” And in the 7th verſe of 
L the ſame chapter, it denotes that * trouble that Paul f.. 
“ fered as an evil-doer.“ 3. To faithfulneſs in his work: 
| * Do the work of an evangeliſt.” This was one of thoſe 
. extraordinary officers that Chriſt gave to his church in 
. the firſt ages. An evangeliſt was one endowed with the 
' miraculous gifts of the Spirit, whoſe principal work ſeems 
to have been, to water the churches already planted by 
| the apoſtles, to confirm the diſciples, and as catechiſts to 
inſtruct. the ignorant. It does not appear that they were 
confined to any particular charge. What related to the 
| diſcharge of this extraordinary office is not preſently in 
view, but only the ordinary diſcharge of the miniſterial 
office, which was included in it; as the Apoſtle exhorts in 
the laſt clauſe, Make full proof of thy miniſtry.“ The 
expreſſion rendered “ make full proof” ſignifies, I, 
To fulfil it in all its parts; a metaphor taken from a veſ- 
ſel that has all her ſails unfurled.to the wind: 2dly, To 
L fulfil it in the higheſt degree, and moſt excellent manner; 
as ſome read the words, Make full faith of thy mini- 
« ſtry.” Let every part of the exerciſe of the miniſtry 
ced from faith. 'The ſame word is uſed nearly in the 
ame ſenſe, verſ. 17. of this chapter: “ That by me the 
« preaching might be fully known.” And alto in Acts xii. 
25. And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jeruſalem, 
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«© when they had fulfilled their miniſtry.” Thus Paul ex- 
horts Timothy in theſe words, to demonſtrate to all, by 
a univerſal and conſcientious diſcharge of his office, that 
he was a faithful ſcrvant of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 

From theſe words it may be obſerved, That the utmoſt 
vigilance, patience, and faithtulneſs, are requiſite in th 
diſcharge of the office of the holy miniſtry. 2 

Here we propoſe, . 


* To inquire what this vigilance ſhould be employed | 


about. 
II. To point out ſome of thoſe afflictions that he may 
lay his account with. | 
III. To ſhew how the ſervant of Chriſt muſt make full 
proof of his miniſtry. | - Tg 
And to conclude with ſome arguments enforcing the 
vigilant, patient, and faithful diſcharge of the miniſtry. 


I. We are then firſt to inquire what this watchfulneſs 
ſhould be employed about, or what are ſome of thoſe 
things that call for watchfulneſs. The exhortation being 
of an univerſal nature, includes all thoſe things that ei- 
ther regard himſelf or his flock, But in the proſecution 
of this head, we ſhall confine our views to perſonal con- 
cerns, as thoſe of a public or official nature more pro- 


| perly belong to another branch of the method, which 


will be the ſubject of an after-diſcuffion. 

1. The greateſt vigilance is requiſite about the fate of 
his own ſoul. This is not only of the utmoſt importance 
to himſelf, as the firſt and more immediate concern of 
every one, in whatever ſtation, ſhould be about his own 


ſalvation; but in relation to the whole of his miniſterial 


work. We dare not ſay that an unbelieving miniſter can- 
not be inſtrumental in the ſalvation of his hearers. God is 
ſovereign in all his diſpenſations; and the ſpiritual ad van- 
tage of ordinances does not ariſe from any virtue in thoſe 
that adminiſter them, any more than from any virtue in 
themſelves. There may be a true miſſion, as to all that 


s of an outward nature, while the ſubject of it is inward» 
- "ly an enemy to God, Judas was as regularly called to be 
an apoſtle as any of the twelve, although he was © a de- 


« vil. 


121 


« vil.“ But we are fure of this, that he who is a ſtran- 
ger to Chriſt can neither ſuitably ſeek, nor warrantably 
expect, the bleſſing on his miniſtrations; and that it is 
only“ an Iſraclite indeed” who is moſt likely to be ſuc- 
ceſsful in “gathering in the outcaſts of God's Iſrael.” 
To this purpoſe is the exhortation of the Apoſtle, ch. ii. 
15. Study to ſhew-thytelf a workman approved unto 


« God.” Now, the work can never be accepted, if the 


workman be rejected; as the acceptance of the perſon 
muſt go before the acceptance of the duty. Without 

ace we cannot “ ſerve God acceptably “. This is 
ic it that the Lord ſpake, ſaying, I will be ſanctiſied in 
« them that come nigh me, and before all the people 1 
cc will be glorified +.” It cannot be ſuppoſed, that he 
who preaches an unknown Chriſt can faithfully commend 
him to others; nor that he who has never “ taſted that 
« the Lord is gracious” will ardently preſs them to © taſte 
i and ſee” that he is ſo. When we preſent a petition 
to an carthly ſovereign, we with to employ one who hath 
his ear for himſelf, An unfavourable interceflor would 
injure the beſt cauſe. As a miniſter is to be the mouth 


of the people unto God, in preſenting their ſupplications to 


the throne of grace, and interceding in their behalf; it is 
neceſſary that he ſhould himſelf have boldneſs * in coming 
&© to the throne.” © The effeCtual fervent prayer of a 
& righteous man availeth much! Can we expect that 


he who is. ignorant or careleſs about his own ſtate before 


God, can be ſufficiently earneſt in recommending dili- 
gence in ſelf- examination, and in preſſing after aſſurance, 
to his hearers? When the Apoſtle urges this duty in 
theſe words, ** Examine your own felves, whether ye be 
6 in the faith, prove your own ſelves, know you not 


& your own ſelves, how that Chriſt is formed in you, 


© except ye be reprobates,” he ſeconds it with this com- 
fortable declaration of the hope that was in him; But 
& we truſt that ye ſhall know that we are not repro- 
« bates t. 7 

2. He muſt attend with the greateſt care to the exerciſe 
of grace in his own heart. It is in the lively exerciſe of 


* Heb. zii. 38. +} Lev. x. 3. t 2 Cor, ziii, 5. 6. 
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grace on our part, that we may expect renewed commun - 
cations of grace from Chriſt, Thus he gives © grace for 
& grace;“ © he gives more grace to the humble.” This 
is peculiarly neceſſary for a miniſter of the goſpel.” It will 
greatly facilitate ſtudy. When the heart is filled and oc- 
cupied with divine things, it proves a great help in appre- 
hending. them. 'The glow of the- heart, when burning 
with love to Chriſt, will be attended with a reflection of 
light upon the underſtanding. Then we ſee moſt clearly 


when we feel moſt powerfully, Then we can moſt ea- 


fily «« comprehend what is the breadth, and length, and 
« depth, and height of the love of Chriſt,” when “ we 
t are ſtrengthened with might by the Spirit in the inner 
& man, when Chriſt dwells in our hearts by faith, and 
& when we are rooted and grounded in love *.“ The di- 
ligence and zeal of a miniſter in the work of the Lord, 
will be proportionate to the vigour of the exerciſe of grace 
in his heart. That grace which is beſtowed is not in 
* vain; it makes to labour more abundantly +,” —— This 
renders public work eaſy and comfortable. Then will 
« we run the way of God's commandments, when he en- 


4 larges our heart.” Grace is that holy oil that ſupples 


the joints of the ſpiritual wreſtler; and it is unſpeakably 


more neceflary, as he © wreſtles not againſt fleſh and 


% blood, but againſt principalities and powers, againſt 
ce the rulers of the darkneſs of this world, againſt ſpiri- 
& tual wickedneſs in high places.” He who brings a ho- 
ly frame from the cloſet will be moſt lively in the pulpit. 
Ahe vigorous exerciſe of grace, and the ſucceſs of the 
miniſtry, are generally connected together There is in- 
deed no inſeparable connection here. But moſt ordinarily 


| when the Lord ( ſatiates the ſoul of his prieſts with fat- 


« neſs, he ſatisfies his people with his goodneſs; when 
«he clothes the prieſts of Zion with ſalvation, he ſatiſ- 


„ fies her poor with bread, and makes her ſaints to 


tc ſhout aloud for joy.“ It was then that the Apo- 


4 files, with great power, gave witneſs of the reſurrec- 


t tion of the Lord Jeſus, when great grace was upon 
e them ally.” Like prieſt, like people,” is a rule 


* Eph, iii. 16.—18. + 1 Cor. xv. 10. 
1 Pfal. cxXMIii. 15. 16. I Ads iv, 33. 


that 


EFF; 1 
that will generally hold, There is often. a ſtriking re- 
ſemblance between the exerciſe of a miniſter and that of 
his people. 'This would feem to be intimated by the 
manner in which Chriſt addreſſes himſelf to the ſeven 
churches of Afia, He ſpeaks to the angels or meſſengers 
of theſe churches, as if their particular and perſonal ex- 
erciſes had been a kind of glaſs, wherein to diſcern the fi- 
tuation of their reſpective flocks. | 

3. This vigilance includes a conſtant watching againſt 
the workings of /in in his own heart. He who is a re- 
prever of ſin in others, would need to be particularly ac- 
quainted with his own fins, and eſpecially with that fin 
that does molt “ eafily beſet him.” For he has not only 
a Chriſtian race to run with all others, but a © courſe to 
« finiſh” in the miniſtry. From the nature of his work, 
he is more expoſed to violent attacks from his own luſts, 
than many others, As the law has an irritating power 
on the corruptions of men, as “ fin takes occaſion by the 
« commandment)” it is natural to imagine that the more 
a perſon is employed in the ſtudy of the law, fin will have 
the more frequent opportunities of raging and diſcover- 
ing its averſion to the divine holineſs therein diſplayed. 
For although fin eſpecially takes this occaſion, when one 
is under convictions, and firſt obtains a diſcovery of the 
ſpirituality and extent of the law of God; yet without all 
queſtion, it ſtill retains the ſame inclination, even in the 
believer, and eagerly embraces every opportunity of ful- 
filling it: and the more fo, as it meets with oppoſition 
from the renewed part ; while the unregenerate ſinner is 
eaſily carried down the ſtream. ——The ſervant of Chriſt 
ought in a peculiar manner to watch over his own /pirit, 
This'is in. great danger of taking advantage in ſpiritual 
concerns, When his own views of any matter coincide 
with the expreſs command or prohibition of God, he js 
very apt to be hurried away by an impulſe of paſſion or 
miſguided -zeal, apprehending that the goodneſs of the 
end may juſtify the means; or loſing fight of the neceſlity 
of the proper means, when fatisfied about the end; or 
even miſtaking his own unruly ſpirit for the Spirit of 
Chriſt ; and thus offering ſtrange fire upon God's altar, 
It is of the greateſt importance for him to know what 


© manner 
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e manner of ſpirit he is of,” in the ſervice of Chriſt ; 


and to remember that the wrath of man worketh not 
ce the righteouſneſs of God.” He who is a preacher of 
mortification, would require to be well acquainted with 
the -xerciſe of © mortifying the deeds of the body.” The 


Apoſtle Paul, although he had the care of all the church- 


es, did not conſider this as an excuſe for neglecting the 
ſtate of his own corruptions. He who fo earneſtly 
fought the deliverance of others from ſin, did not forget 
his own. * O! wretched man tht I am, who ſhall de- 
&« liver me?” And again, „I keep under my body, and 
e bring it into ſubjection, leſt that by any means when I 
% have preached to others, I myſelf ſhould be a caft- 
cc away“ ” 8 * 

4. The injunction contained in theſe words, Watch 


c thou in all things,” includes the neceſſity of a diligent 


obſer vation of experiences. A large treaſure of Chriſtian 
experience is of great price. This (through the bleſſing of 
God) will be of the greateſt uſe to the ſervant of Chriſt 
in his perſonal exerciſe,” and in his miniſterial work, both 
in relation to himſelf and others. It is of unſpeakable 
importance to his own exerciſe as a Chriſtian. For, in a 
ſtrict connection with the word, it will often be a mean 
of clearing up the way of duty when it is dark, and of af- 
fording comfort in ſpiritual diſtreſs. A © remembrance 


„ of the years of the right hand of the moſt High,” will 


filence many doubts and difficulties as to preſent diſpen- 


ſations. By a careful, conſcientious attention to theſe, 
the man of God makes gradual advancement in grace. 


For ** whoſo is wiſe, and will obſerve thoſe things, even 
„he ſhall underſtand the loving kindneſs of the Lord +.” 
It may be of great uſe in his miniſterial work, in relation 
to himſelf. Many of the Lord's ſervants: have been bleſſed 
with an extenſive knowledge of Chriſtian experience, and 
have found a great variety of exerciſe in their own hearts. 
Now, this was not merely for their own ſakes, but for 


the lake of others. Many of them, in an eminent de- 


gree, have known what it is to be © lifted up, and ro be 
« caſt down again,” An experimental knowledge of the 


* x Cor. ix. 27. T Pfal. evii. 43. 


truth, 


truth, and a recollection of theſe experiences will beget 
a tender ſympathy in their hearts toward the Lord's people 
in all their changes of exerciſe. As there is ſaid to be a 
ſympathy of ſounds between the chords of an inſtrument 
that are in uniſon, ſo that if one be touched, it thrills 
the other; a mutual acquaintance with experience will 
produce a delightful ſympathy of ſoul, and warmth of 
affections between a paſtor and his flock. It is a power- 
ful argument by which the Lord enforced tenderneſs to 
ſtrangers upon the children of Iſrael; © For ye know the 
«© heart of a ſtranger, ſeeing ye were ſtrangers in the 


„ land of Egypt.” Although © the heart knoweth his 


«© own bitterneſs, and a ſtranger cannot intermeddle with 
« his joy;” yet in this way there is a pleaſant communion 
of joys and griefs between thoſe who are the ſeveral mem- 
bers of the ſame body. Thus miniſters learn to “ rejoice 
« with them that do rejoice, and: to weep with them that 
« weep.” Chriſtian experience is a great ſupport and en- 
couragement in preaching the goſpel. Amidſt all the op- 
poſition of fin and Satan, it makes the way of wiſdom 
4% pleaſantneſs,” when Chriſt's ſervants have reaſon to 
ſpeak in the ſame language with his apoſtles : That 
«© which we have heard, which we have ſeen with our 
* eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have 


„ handled of the word of life, declare we unto you; 


« that ye alſo may have fellowſhip with us.“ It was a 
bleſſed neceſſity that the apoſtles were under, when they 

ſaid unto the Teuilh rulers, We cannot but ſpeak the 
& things which we have feen and heard *.” This is a 
mean of giving them a comfortable aſſurance in declaring 


the myſteries of the kingdom; when, from the felt power 


of religion on their own hearts, they know that they 
% have not followed cunningly deviſed fables, in making 
& known the power and coming of our Lord Jeſus.Chriſt, 
« but have been eye-witnefles of his majeſty f.“ This is 
likewiſe of great ke to a miniſter in his work, in relation to 
others. He who bath himſelf been well acquainted with 
any peculiar kind of pleaſure or pain, joy or grief, is beft 
qualified to addreſs others in the ſame ſituation, and to re- 


* Acts, iv. 20. | | > Pet. Þ 16. 5 
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commend what may be neceſſary. Paul, ſpeaking of him- 
ſelf and others as labouring in the vineyard, blefſes God, 


as © the Father of mercies, and God of all comforts,— - 
«© who comforteth vs in all our tribulation, that we may 
© be able to comfort them who are in any trouble, by 
c the comfort wherewith we ourſelves are comforted of 


A | | 


5. This vigilance muſt be employed about his Faith, — 


as to doctrine. This is one thing that the Apoſtle ſeems 


eſpecially to have had in his eye in the words immediately 
under conſideration. As he had forewarned Timothy, 
that the time would come when they would not endure 
« {ound doctrine, when they ſhould tum away their cars 
& from the truth, and be turned unto fables;” he imme- 
diately ſubjoins this exhortation, But watch thou in all 
« things.” Therefore he exhorts him to watch againſt 


the inroads of error, not only upon the church, but up- 
on his own mind. In the ſame manner Chriſt addreſſes 


the angel of the church of Philadelphia: “Hold that 
« faſt which thou haſt, that no man take thy crown,” 


Rev. iii. 11. We are not required blindly to hold faſt any 


doctrine, or to avoid a farther examination'of it, after it 
has been once received. No: truth will always bear the 
light, and appear with the greater luſtre and evidence, the 


more carefully it is inveſtigated. But we muſt give ear- 


& neſt heed to the things that we Have already heard and 
<«& received, left at any time we let them flip.” When we 


have difficulties about any article of doctrine, we ſhould 
endeavour to have them removed. But we ſh&vld 


beware, leſt any thing once received, after the clcſeft 
ſcrutiny, and with the fulleſt conviction, be*renounced 
upon a trivial objection. We are ſtill learners, and there 
fore we ſhould be ſtill inquiring ;. but we muſt hold faſt 
even while we inquire 3 as one, in climbing a ſteep place, 
although he is till aſcending, yet wiſhes, befort he looſe 
one hold, to be ſure of another. It is time enough to 
part with any thing, once received as fruth, when we 
have fully proved it to be error. To recommend abſo- 


lute uncertainty about every thing, as the way to exa- 


mine and diſcover truth, is to adviſe a man to turn his 
2 Cor. i. 4. 60 
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brain into a mere vacuity, or rather to make way for eve- 


error and abſurdity. For error will always preſent it- 
ſelf to the depraved underſtanding more readily than 


truth. If at any time we have doubts or difficulties, we 


ought to try our hearts from what quarter they ariſe. If 
they are occaſioned by the reproach of the world, they 


are always ſuſpicious. We ſhould alſo examine the ftate 


of our hearts at the time of their appearance. Is it when 
our ſpirits are warmed or rankled by any injury, real or 
ſuppoſed ? Then we have reaſon to fear that they originate 
from our corruptions. Are they the fruit of prayer and 
dependence on the Spirit of truth? or rather, do they 
ariſe in our hearts when they are moſt languid in the exer- 
ciſe of grace? If fo, we may ſafely conjecture, that they 
are as weeds which ſpring up in a neglected ſoil, as“ a 
& root of bitterneſs that tends to trouble us.” Do they 
appear when the mind is in a tender, humble, teachable 
frame? or rather, when the pride of carnal, rebellious 
reaſon claims a hearing? If this be the caſe, there is 
great reaſon to apprehend, that our wi/dom is at war with 


the fooliſhneſs of God,” 1 Cor. i. 25. When we alk 


« in Chriſt, rooted and built up in him,” then are we 


moſt firmly eſtabliſhed in the faith, as we have been 


* taught *.“ In general, errors of the. head take their 
firſt riſe in profeſſors from errors of the heart. When 


the heart is not right with God, nor ſound in his ſta- 


ie tutes,” a perſon is eaſily i carried away with divers and 
« ſtrange doctrines.” Faith and a good conſcience are 


intimately connected; as we learn from the firſt epiſtle to 


Timothy, chap. i 19. Holding faith and a good con- 
«* ſcience; which,” that is, a good conſcience, © ſome ha- 


1 ving put away, concerning faith have made ſhipwreck.” 


It is therefore neceſſary to wateh over the firſt motions of 
error; for its progreſs is gradual, and it very ſoon gathers 
ſtrength: Evil men and ſeducers wax worſe and worſe,” 
&c. The word of error doth eat as a canker,” 2 Tim. ii. 
17. It is a good thing that the heart be eſtabliſhed 
« with grace.” , | 4 


6. He muſt watch over his converſation. To this Paul 
® Col. ii. 6. 7. Y | 1 
32 particularly 
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particularly exhorts Timothy, 1 Epiſt. iv. 12. “Be thou 


ec an example of the believers, in word, in converſation, 
c in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity.” The injunc- 
tion given by Chriſt to his diſciples, that their *< light 
* ſhould ſo ſhine before men, that others ſeeing their 
“good works, might glorify their Father in heaven,” is 


more immediately addreſſed to miniſters z . becauſe they, 
from their ſuperior ſtation in the church, are more emi- 
nently © the light of the world, and a city ſet upon an 


&« hill.” There is a twofold way of preaching to which 
every miniſter is called, —by his doctrine, and by his life; 
and the word tranſlated example is applied to both. He 
muſt deliver a form, type, or example of doctrine,” of 
which the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Rom. vi. 17.; and he muſt 
himſelf be a type or example to them in his converſation, 
as the ſame word ſignifies in the paſſage formerly mention- 
ed. It is neceflary that his whole life ſhould be one con- 
tinued manifeſtation of the power of the goſpel, and re- 
commendation of the duties of the law. Noah was * a 
c preacher of righteouſneſs,” not only in the warnings 


that he gave the ungodly world, but in his obedience to 


the command of God, in preparing an ark, “ by which 
« he condemned. the world “.“ To what purpoſe were 


the numerous waſhings and purifications enjoined upon 


the prieſts under the law, but to declare that holineſs 
both of heart and converſation that God requires of. all 
his miniſters ? + And even theſe, fo ſtrictly commanded, 


and irequently performed, had a tendency to produce in 


their minds at leaſt a reverence of the great object of wor- 
ſhip, and an outward ſtrictneſs in their lives. Miniſters 
who have a holy converſation have the greateſt proſpect 


of uſefulneſs. Although neither their perſuaſions nor 


example can change the heartz yet this is one of the 
means enjoined, and often blefled, for gaining others. 


Timothy is not only exhorted to“ take heed to his doc= 


c trine,” but to“ himſelf, and to continue in both; be- 
« cauſe in doing ſo he ſhould be inſtrumental in ſaving— 
© thoſe that heard him +.” 


On the other hand, the unholy lives of miniſters are 
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a great obſtacle to the ſucceſs of the goſpel. However 
ſound the doctrine men preach, if the power of it appear 
not in their converſation, the moſt inſignificant obſerver 


will, at leaſt in his own mind, apply the old proverb, 


« Phyſician, heal thyſelf.” It would be ſufficient to blaſt 
the character, and mar the ſucceſs of a bodily phyfician, 


who eſpecially recommended ſome one remedy as of un- 


doubted efficacy, if he ſhould himſelf continue under the 
power of that very diſeaſe which, by his preſcription, he 
pretended infallibly to cure in others. In the, ſame man- 


ner, when preachers of the goſpel practically diſtover an 


ignorance of its power on the heart, it ſtands inſtead of a 
thouſand objections to it, and has a direct tendency to de- 
feat every argument in its favour, that is only of a ra- 
tional nature. Is not this the very thing that the men of 
the world ſo earneſtly deſire, that they may get miniſters 
brought down to their own level? The Philiſtines in 
heart wiſh to tempt the ſpiritual Samſon with ſome Deli- 
lah or other; that if poſſible they may make him as weak 
as themſelves. While the locks of his heavenly ſtrength 
are unſhorn, he is a terror to them in their wicked cour- 


ſes. Naaman, who is {till a ſpiritual leper, only wants 


the permiſſion of Eliſha to bow in the houſe of Rimmon, 
and his conſcience ſhall be at reſt. When the Danites are 
about to apoſtatiſe from the true worſhip of God in Shi- 
loh, it will fatisfy them, if a Levite will go with them, 
and „“ be a father and a prieſt” to them in their idola- 
trous practices. The countenance of miniſters hardens 
the wicked more in fin than any thing elſe. Many that 
are at heatt enemies to God's word, and will not give 
themſelves the trouble to examine it, will with the great- 


eſt alacrity embrace the practical teſtimony of miniſters a- 


gainſt itz and fondly conclude, that they need not keep 
themſelves in diſquietude': for if the Bible were true, 
ſurely thoſe who are teachers of it, and who, from their 
office, fhould be beſt acquainted with it, would live in 
another manner than many of them do. 'Thus © the 
© leaders of the people cauſe them to err;” and “ if the 
„blind lead the blind, they muſt both fall into the ditch.” 


* Judg. zviii. 19. 


But 
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But “ God is true, although every man ſhould be a 
« liar.” How comfortable is it, when others, not only 
from the doctrine, but from the practice of miniſters, 
te take knowledge of them that they have been with Je- 
« ſus!” 1 | 

7. This watchfulneſs muſt be directed againſt Satan. 
When Chriſt was about to leave his diſciples before his 
death, he exhorted them again and again, to“ watch and 
e pray, that they might not enter into temptation,” It 
is neceflary that miniſters, of all others, ſhould © not be ig- 
c norant of his devices;” becauſe he is one of their moſt 
powerful enemies; becauſe their very work is a declared 
war againſt his kingdom ; and becauſe it belongs to them 
to unfold his devices, and the way of eſcape, to the hear- 
ers of the goſpel. It is enjoined upon all, that they“ be 
cc ſober and vigilant; becauſe their adverſary the devil 
cc goeth about, as a roaring lion, ſeeking whom he may 
& devour.” Now, he eſpecially ſeeks to devour the ſer- 
vants of Chriſt. He has a peculiar enmity againſt faithful 
miniſters, becauſe he cannot get © his goods kept in 
tc peace” for them. When Joſhua the high-prieſt was 
miniſtering” before the Lord, Satan ſtood at his right 
<« hand to reſiſt him,” He entered on his temptation” at 
that very time when Chriſt, by his baptiſm, was ſolemn<« 
ly inaugurated into his. office, and about to enter upon 
the public diſcharge of his miniſtry. 
8. The exerciſe of watchfulneſs is required with reſpect 
to the world. Whoever “ glories in the croſs of Chriſt,” 
muſt lay his account with being“ crucified to the world,” 
and finding the world © crucified to him.” The world is 
an enemy to all Chriſtians; but peculiarly to miniſters, 
who not only by their Chriſtian profeſſion, but by their 
office, have renounced it. The love of riches is extremely 
inconſiſtent with the miniſterial character. Therefore it 
is ſo frequently required, that “ a biſnop be not given to 
« filthy lucre; that he feed the flock, not for filthy lu- 
« cre, but of a ready mind,” &c. They who will be 
& rich,” who are determined at all events to be ſo, what- 
ever be their ſituation in life, “fall into temptation, and 
« a ſnare, and into many fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which 

« drown men in deſtruction and perdition.” But. the 
85 95 | ſnare 
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ſnare is double, and the danger far greater, to thoſe in- 


veſted with this office. All Chriftians ought to be“ con- 
« tent with the things that they have; becauſe the Lord 
4 hath ſaid, I will never, never leave thee, nor forſake 


« thee:” and herein miniſters ſhould be exemplary, 


when- they have as much as is neceflary for maintaining 
their character and credit in the world, according to their 
ſtation, - Under the law, the Levites had no inheritance 
in Iſrael, becauſe the Lord was their portion.“ The 
love of the honours of this world is alſo a great ſnare. 
This was one of the fatal errors of the Phariſees. They 


did every thing © to be ſeen” and admired “ of men;” and 


the reaſon why ſome of the rulers who believed on Chriſt 
would not confeſs him was, becauſe “ they loved the 
c praiſe of men more than the praiſe of God.“ Where 
the love of worldly honour is ſupreme, it is a certain evi- 
dence of the want of faith. How can ye believe,” ſays 
Chriſt to the Jews, © who receive honour one of ano- 
ce ther, and ſeek not that honour which cometh from 
« God only?“ Miniſters ſhould beware of worldly 
men. They have often a pleaſure in enſnaring them. 


They who are moſt amiable in their tempers, afe moſt in 


danger from them. They cannot be altogether abſtract- 
ed from them, '** elſe they muſt go out of the world.“ 
But their company ſhould not be habitually nor unneceſ- 
ſarily deſired; for in general it will be found, that more 


is loſt than gained by it, Leaſt of all, muſt they be made 


companions and boſom friends. Our “ delight ſhould be 
« in the faints.” We ſhould be © companions of all them 
« that fear God.” The great matter is, when occa- 
ſionally in their company, to endeavour to keep our own 


conſciences void of offence; to watch for proper oppor- 
tunities of ſaying or doing ſomething to recommend reli- 
gion; and thus to endeavour to leave a teſtimony in their 
conſciences. Sinful compliance will always defeat its 


own purpoſes. Inſtead of gaining reſpe&, it loſes it. 


Even the worſt man has an inward approbation of a per- 


ſon who acts conſiſtently; while one who ſuits himſelf to 
the complexion of every company, will be deſpiſed in all. 


9. He muſt be watchful over his family. It is required, 


that © a biſhop ſhould rule well his own houſe, having 


&« his 
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« his children in ſubjection with all gravity; for if a man 


* know not how to rule his own houſe, how ſhall he take 


c care of the church of God?“ He ſhould be an en- 
ſample to others, of ſtrictneſs and ſincerity in family - reli- 
gion. Joſhua, the ruler of God's people, mentions his 
godly reſolution to all the tribes of Iſrael, as a thing that 
ought to have, and that naturally would have a great in- 
fluence upon them: * As for me and my houte, we will 
« ſerve the Lord.” Whatever ſinful liberties are taken in 
a miniſter's family, are ſoon known, and eagerly copied. 
How many offer it as an excuſe for the neglect of fami- 
ly-religion, againſt the authority of God's word, and the 
dictates of their own conſciences, that they go as great a 
length as their miniſters do! Whatever offences take 
place in a miniſter's family, are more diſhonouring to God, 
and ſcandalizing to the church, than thoſe in others, as 
being more aggravated from his office and ſtation, Thus 
we find, that under the law, the daughter of any prieſt 
who committed whoredom was to be burnt with fire, 
becauſe © ſhe profaned her father : although the ſame 


fin committed by one belonging to a family only in a civil 


ſtation, does not ſeem to have been puniſhed with death, 
except in two caſes; either when the woman was betroth- 
ed to another t; or when ſhe had been married, and af- 
terwards proved not to be a virgin **. Eli the high · prieſt, 
although a ſaint of God, vas moſt ſeverely chaſtiſed for 
his ſinful indulgence of his children, by the death of his 
ſons, the departure of the prieſthood from his family, its 


being reduced to a very low ſtate, the captivity of the ark 


of God, and by his on untimely exit. 


10, Over his ſecular affairs. It is one part of the cha- 
racter of a good man, that “ he will guide his affairs with 


* diſcretion ++.” If a miniſter, from want of proper atten- 


tion to his circumſtances, plunge himſelf in arrears to o- 


ters, it tends to bring diſeredit on religion, However 


juſt his intentions may be, there is always malice enough 
among mankind to impute his conduct to diſhonourable 
motives. When one in public office lies at the mercy ot 


1 Tim iii. 4. 5. + Lev. xxi. 5. t Deut. xxii, ar. 
Deut. 3x11. 29. 1 Pſal. cxii. 5. * 
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A POT it abs at any rate mar his peace of mind, and 
te render him unfit for that application which duty requires. 
= When he is under deep obligations to any of his own 
i- people, it gives them a kind of authority over him, which 
is is extremely diſagreeable; and according to the frame of 
at human nature, it is ſcarcely ſuppoſable but it muſt greatly 
a hinder his freedom and faithfulneſs in diſcharging his 
ll duty to ſuch perſons, For“ the borrower is e ſer- 
, **,-vant to the lender,” 
A 'S, 
i- u. The bee head of the method is, To point out 
ie | ſome of the afflictions that a miniſter of the goſpel muſt 
a expect. Here we do not mean to ſpeak of theſe that are 
ce common to him with all other Chriſtians; but of thoſe 
d, _ that are either peculiar in their nature, or uncommon in 
as their degree. The text would require that we ſhould alſo 
as ſpeak of enduring afflictions: but on this we cannot pro- 
ſt poſe to enter; nor is it ſo neceſſary, as it may be mate- 
e, rally comprehended in what may be afterwards offered, 
* He may lay his account with, 
il ety Violent attacks from his own corruptions. This we 
h, need not illuſtrate, as it is neceſſarily ſuppoſed in what has 
h- been formerly obſerved, about watching over theſe. 
f. 2. Great temptations Goran Satan, e neceſſity of en- f 
t, larging on this is alſo in ſome meaſure precluded, - It is E 
Ir of vaſt conſequence to the ſupport of his kingdom, if he 
lis can accompliſh the fall of thoſe who ſhould be“ as he- 
ts goats before the flock.” One Judas among the twelve, 
'k diſcovered in his real likenefs, will perhaps do more in- 
1 Jury to religion, by confirming finners in their wicked- 
a- neſs, than the labours of the other eleven will do ſervice. 
h | The fin of David was highl y aggravated, and his chaſtiſe · 
a- ment enhanced; becauſe, from the dignity of his ſtation, 
”= and the arexneſs of his profeſſion, he had given great 
er © occaſion to the euer Nof the Lord to blaſpheme *.“ 
h He who braced every nerve, and pointed every arrow in 
le his quiyer againſt“ the chief ſhepherd,” will neglect no 
df expedient againſt the under - ſhepherds. While others, by 


their immerſion in the world, may ſeem more expoſed to 
his ſnares; - thoſe who by their . are more devoted 


2 Sam. xij, 14. 
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to contemplation and retirement, are not therefore ſe- 
cure from him. He has temptations for ſolitude, as well 
as for ſociety. This arch enemy not only © goeth about 
« as a roaring lion z” but he alſo © lieth in wait ſecretly, 
« as a lion in his den.” He often plies the ſervants of Chriſt 
with temptations that others are greately ſtrangers to. Like 
a ſubtile fowler, he has his ſnares for every kind of game. 
For, to allude to the different metaphorical repreſenta- 
tions of miniſters and Chriſtians in ſcripture “, he knows 
that the ſoaring eagle is not ſo eaſily caught as the filly, 
timorous dove ; that the lion will be ſtronger for him 
than the /amb; and that he who has “ the face of a man” 


muſt be managed in another manner than a babe. While 


he endeavours to allure the lambs of Chriſt's flock by de- 
ceit; he attacks the ſtronger, and eſpecially the ſhep- 


| Herds, by violence. Againſt them he“ ravins as a wolf.” 


He aims at them all his “ fiery darts.“ Often, while he 
ſufficiently gains his end with others, by deriving his 
temptations from ſomething in the exerciſe of religion, 
ſomething in relation to their own ſtate or frame; this 
« dragon pours out of his mouth ſuch a flood” after them, 
as threatens to hurry away the whole of religion before 


it. While he can overwhelm the little ones in his /ſballows, 


often he goes no farther with them; but thoſe who are 
of greater ſtature, muſt expect to“ know the depths of 
« Satan 7”. In the one caſe, he only ſtrikes at the building; 
but in the other, he levels all his batteries at the ve 

foundations, that, if poſſible, theſe © may be deſtroyed.” 
Frequently, in the experience of thoſe who are thus ſet 
on the front of the battle, one temptation from “ the old 


„ ſerpent” contains and ſwallows up every other tempta- 


tion that can be imagined ; as, of old, the rod of Aaron, 
when changed into a ſerpent, * ſwallowed up all the 


«© reſt,” 


3. He may alſo lay his account with reproach from the 
world, if he be faithful to his truſt. This has been the 
lot of all the ſervants of Chriſt: and it need not ſeem 
a ſtrange thing in this degenerate age. It is now,” as 
it has been in every former period of the church, “ he 
« that is born after the fleſh, perſecutes him that is born 


after 
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« after the Spirit .“ Moſes, the man of God, was 


no ſtranger to © the reproach of Chriſt,” Iſaiah was 


« for a ſign and a wonder in Iſrael.” To Jeremiah © the 
« word of the Lord was made a reproach, and a deri- 
6“ fion daily.” He “ heard the defaming of many, fear 
« on every fide, ſaying, Report, and we will report it.” 
Ahab reckoned Elijah his enemy, ** becauſe he told him 


% the truth;” and hated Micaiah, * becauſe he did not 


% propheſy good concerning him, but evil,” The cour- 
tiers of Joram gave Eliſhah no better appellation than that 
of a © mad fellow.“ Even Daniel, amidft all the ho+ 
nours of a court, was ſo much hated by the nobles of Da- 


rius, that they deviſed a law for the ſole purpoſe of get- 


ting him thrown to the lions; although, according to their 
own confeſſion, the only“ occaſion they could find a- 
“ gainſt him was concerning the law of his God.” In 
the days of the prophet Zechariah, Joſhua the high-prieſt 
and his fellows were “ men wondered at.” Nor have 
matters aſſumed a more favourable aſpect under the New- 


Teſtament diſpenſation. The apoſtles of our Lord, al- 


though © the ſalt of the earth,” were accounted “ the 
« offscouring of all things, for his ſake.” © All manner 
« of evil was ſpoken againſt them falſely,” for the ſame 
reaſon, They were aſperſed as deceivers, although they 
could gain nothing by impoſture, but miſery in every 


form. They were called babblers, though they declared 


the wiſdom of God, that was hid from former ages 
« and generations.” When they ſpake nothing but the 
words of truth and ſoberneſs, it was ſaid, that much 
« learning had made them mad.” When they were “ fil- 
led with the Holy Ghoſt,” they were ridiculed as men 
“ full of new wine.” When they recalled fooliſh idola- 
ters to the ſervice of the true God, they were reviled as 
being © ſetters forth of ſtrange gods.” The malice of 


their enemies ſo perverted their underſtandings, or ſo 


powerfully co - operated with their ignorance, that 
when the apoſtles preached Jeſus and the reſurrec- 
cc tion,” they ſuppoſed them to be new and formerly un- 


heard - of deities. Though they commanded every ſoul ta 


* Gal. iv. 29. 


C 2 « be 


* . 
IEG — — — ae 
* 3 . * 


— — ͤ— — — — 
* 


—— — Fa 


b —— — 
* . gf - * « 4 


[20 ] 


tc be ſubject to the higher powers,” and ſet the principles 
of obedience upon their proper foundation, by enjoin- 
ing the practice of them, not for wrath only, but for 
« conſcience ſake;” yet they were accuſed as“ ſeditious 
cc perſons,” and as enemies to Cæſar,“ acting contrary 
to his decrees, and faying, “that there was another king, 
c one Jeſus.” They were ſaid to“ turn the world upſide 
6 down;” becaule they were inſtramental in“ turning 
« men from darkneſs to light, and from Satan to God.” 
But however bitter and unjuſt this calumny, as their ene- 
mies meant it; yet, like the prophecy of Caiaphas, it was 
a noble teſtimony to them in another ſenſe. For this was 
the very thing that the world needed, to be“ turned up- 
& fide down;” becauſe fin had ſo diſordered and unhin- 
ged it, that the wrong end of it was uppermoſt, ** all the 
c foundations of the earth were out of courſe.” Al- 
though they coveted “ no man's gold nor filver,” yet they 
were decried as ſacrilegious perſons, and“ robbers of 


« temples.” They were ſometimes miſtaken for murder- 


ers, as the chief captain of the band reckoned Paul; al- 
though they were the ſervants of him who ** came not to 
“ deſtroy men's lives, but to ſave.” But we need not be 
ſurpriſed that they were ſo dreadfully miſrepreſented or 
miſtaken, when “ a ſeditious perſon, a robber, and a 
c murderer” was preferred to their bleſſed Lord. Herein 
they were only conformed to him who was © the re- 
« proach of men,” “ deſpiſed of man, and abhorred of 


c the nation.“ Shall the diſciple be above his maſter, . 


or the ſervant be above his lord? —-- Reproach has 
been, in one degree or other, the lot of all the true diſci- 
ples of Chriſt, of whatever ſtation in the church. Every 


10 one that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt ſuffer perſe- 


c cution.” But it is natural to imagine, that his ſervants in 
the miniſtry will have the largeſt ſhare of it. They are 
not only the followers of the great Prophet in his doc- 
trine and example, but alſo in his office. They not only 
« believe in his name,” but they © bear lis name hefore the 
„ Gentiles.“ While others fight under his ſtandard, they 
are employed as the ſtandard-bearers. They principally 
carry on the war againſt“ the darkneſs of the world” 
and therefore they muſt lay their account with the great- 
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eſt oppoſition from it. Their miniſterial commiſhon is a 
badge of diſtinction, that peculiarly marks them out to 
the rage of their enemies. They are eſteemed the great 
perverters of mankind, while their diſciples are ſomerimes 
rather pitied, as being led aſtray by their deceits. 'The 
all-powerful cry, of prieſtcraft and impoſture, has been al- 
ways raiſed againſt them by the enemies of religion. Is 
not this the great effort of infidels in our own time, in at- 
tempting to overthrow divine revelation altogether, and 
of groſs heretics, who labour to undermine its foundations, 
by propagating the moſt abominable doctrines z— to re- 
preſent all who are inveſted with the office of the mini- 
ſtry as deſigning men, who blindfold the fimple and illi- 
terate, that they, with the greater ſecurity, may make a 
prey of them? They have enough of that“ wiſdom 
*© which is deviliſh,” to know that if the goſpel-miniſtry 
were aboliſhed or totally deſerted, the light of the goſpel, 
which is ſo offenſive to them, would ſoon “ be turned in- 
* to darkneſs,” -—— The ſeed of Satan bears a perpetual 
enmity, againſt “ the ſeed of the woman,” againſt Chriſt 
and all his ſeed, and peculiarly againſt faithful miniſters. 
Although the ſword of violence may be ſheathed for a 
time, the ſword of the tongue will ever be drawn. If the 
old ſerpent be obliged to hold in his ſting, he will not re- 
frain his hiſſing. | | 

4. A miniſter will often meet with indiſference, if not 


_ Oppoſition, from ſome who have once appeared his warm- 


eſt friends. The ſame principle in human nature, 'which 
in its corrupt ſtate has always a tendency to extremes, that 


produces the keeneſt attachment, will, in a contrary di- 


rection, produce the moſt bitter reſentment. According 
to the degree of intimacy, is the violence of ſeparation : 
« A brother offended is harder to be won than a ſtrong 
« city, and their contentions are like the bars of a caſtle.” 


. Thoſe alſo who are moſt warm, during the time, in their 


attachments, are naturally moſt ſubject to a ſpirit of no- 
velty; while the mind that is more ealm and deliberate, 
is diſpoſed to be more ſteady. God, in his adorable pro- 
vidence, often ſuffers this to take place, to teach his ſer · 
vants, that they muſt have no“ confidence in man, nor 
make fleſh their arm,” What we are moſt ready to ſet 

* | our 


— 3 


2 — - ” 
— — — — = 


Tel 


our affections on immoderately, or put an undue truſt in, 
will often prove our cro/s. We know that many who fol- 


lowed the great Prophet for a time, afterwards © went 


cc back, and walked no more with him.” A miniſter will 
often find, that thoſe who at firſt would have plucked 
cout their eyes, and given them to him,” will afterwards 


become ſo indifferent, as {ſcarcely to turn on their heel to 


do him ſervice. This eſpecially happens, when diſcipline 
is neceflary toward ſuch perſons. In this caſe, the 
haughty ſpirit recoils within itſelf, dwells on its own im- 
portance, calls to remembrance all its former kindneſs to 
the perſon offending; and the natural pride of ſpirit, 
whetted by the apprehenſion of ingratitude, even over- 
powers good ſenſe, and claims a partiality to itſelf, in op- 
poſition to one's own convictions of the neceſſity of im- 
partiality. Every man is partial to himſelf; and he that 


would make the greateſt noiſe about partiality in the cauſe 


of others, would be moſt ready to claim it in his own.— 


Perhaps it may be ſaid, that unkind and ungrateful treat- 
ment from men is a greater trial of faith and patience, 


than any affliction more immediately from God ; becauſe 
we are not ſo apt to diſcern his hand in this, as in thoſe 
wherein his hand is indiſputable. | 

5. He may expect many mortifications to natural pride 
of ſpirit. A miniſter, of all others, needs to learn the 
hard leſſon of ſelf-denial. As one obſerves, “ Pride is the 
„ ſhirt of the ſoul, firſt put on, and laſt put off.“ But 
he who“ miniſters before the Lord, muſt have this filthy 


« garment taken away,” and be “ clothed with humi- 


&« lity.” Almoſt in every congregation, there will be 
found ſome turbulent fpirits, who have a pride in oppo- 
ſing others, eſpecially their ſuperiors, merely for the plea- 
ſure of contradiction. This holds more powerfully where 
people have the choice of their own paſtors. This Chri- 
ſtian privilege, like every other, is often greatly abuſed, 


Every individual finds, or fancies himſelf a man of im- 


portance; and when others do not ſeem to perceive it, he 
may wiſh to make it known, whatever ſhould be the con- 


| ſequences, It may ſafely be ſaid, that there are ſcarcely 


any materiah differences among a flock, that do not ſome 
way or other eventually affect the paſtor. If he take a 


( 231 
fide, he loſes the affections of thoſe who differ from him. 
If he act a neutral part, he is either ſuſpected, or, it may 
be, accuſed by both parties, of temporiſing. If he main- 
tain his own rights, he is reckoned obſtinate; if he give 
them up, he only makes way for further encroachments. 
One while, perhaps, he expoſes himſelf to their rage, by 
keeping at too great diſtance from their claims ; another 
while, to their ridicule, by coming too near. Now he is 
deemed arbitrary, and then mean-ſpirited. He has no 
eaſy part to act, when he is both a ruler over all, and yet 
6 the ſervant of all *.“ | | 

6. The offences of profeſſors will be another ſource of 
affliction. With theſe, in a greater or leſs degree, he may 
always lay his account. There muſt be“ tares among 
„ the wheat until the harveſt.” It is the ſovereign plea- 
ſure of the great Huſbandman, that it ſhould be ſo. 
« Offences muſt come.” * Falſe brethren” will in every 
age creep in unawares.” But although ſuch things may 
be expected, when they actually take place, they will al- 
ways prove a trial to faithful miniſterss When * they ſee 
te tranſgreſſors, they will be grieved. Rivers of waters 
« will run down their eyes, becauſe men keep not God's 
c law;” becauſe his holy name is profaned ; the cauſe of 
religion “ wounded in the houſe of its friends;” the hands 


of the wicked ſtrengthened ; and the ſouls of the offend- 


ers endangered. Often will he find it a hard taſk to-re- 
concile thoſe who are at variance; and extremely difficult 
to diſcover who is in the right, or rather who is leaſt in 
the wrong. 5 

7. In a word, many evidences, of differèht kinds, of 
want of ſucceſs in the work of the miniſtry, will prove a 


conſtant affliction. This indeed, in the nature of a cauſe, 


includes other things already particularly mentioned. All 
that is diſorderly among church- members muſt be traced 
up to this, As a faithful miniſter will “ have no greater 
6 jay than to find that his children walk in truth ;“ ſo, 
when grace is in exerciſe, he will have no greater grief 
than when he finds the contrary. Among thoſe that are 
without, he will ſee many who are continuing in igno- 
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rance, indifference, under the power of error and preju- 
dice; taking pleaſure in ſin, and hardening themſelves a- 
gainſt God. Among theſe that are within, he may find 
many that are very ignorant; many of whom he hoped 


well at firſt, fruſtrate his expectations; many that are 
barren z multivedes that are under the power of a worldly 


' ſpirit; ſome that muſt be dragged to duty like ſlaves; and 


many of whom he can ſcarcely form a charitable judge- 


ment as Chriſtians, although there is nothing in their ex- 
"ternal conduct that can fairly ſubje& them to diſcipline. 


He will often find reaſon to complain, Who hath be- 
te lieved our report? To whom hath the arm of the 
« Lord been revealed?“ and be in danger of concluding, 
« Surely | have laboured i in _ and ſpent my vun 
© for nought and in vain.“ 


III. WE * to the third thing ane a is, 
to inquire, How the ſervant of Chriſt is to make full proof 
of his miniſtry. This is a ſubject of ſuch extent, that it 
would require many ſermons fully to open it. All that 
is meant is only to give a few hints, and in theſe to con- 
fine our attention to the diſcharge of his office as a 
ane without including his character as a ruler, 

He ſhould make proof of his miniſtry, © 

I. By preaching the goſpel. Here we may attend » 
three things, the apes +: the manner, and the  objefts of 
3 

iſt, As to the matter, we may obſerve, 

1. That the great and leading ſubject wot be Chrift 
crucified. Paul not only gloried in the croſs, but “deter- 
« mined to know nothing,” in his miniſtrations among 
the Corinthians, * ſave Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified.” 
Not as if he would mention nothing but what related to 
the crucifixion of Chriſt, or to his ſtate of humiliation 


but here he oppoſes the doctrine of falvation through the 


croſs to all the vain wiſdom of Heathen philoſophy. In- 
deed Chrift crucified is the ſubject of the whole Bible. 
This is the ſum and centre of all divine revelation. 'On 


this fingle ſubject, taken in its full extent, all that is ef- 
ſential to ſalvation hangs. Here all the divine perfections 


are 2 diſplayed; here we find all the perſons of 


the 
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the adorable Trinity engaged in diſtinct operations. Both 
the ruin and the remedy of man are to be ſeen heres 
both the evil and bitterneſs of fin, its hatefulneſs and its 
demerit, are awfully declared here. In the croſs of Chriſt, 
our own inability, and the ſovereignty of divine love, 
are manifeſted in the moſt ſtriking manner. The croſs 
* of Chriſt” is the very title of Chriſtianity; and every 
doctrine of ſcripture muſt be preached in its connection 
with it, for humbling the pride of man, for extolling free 
grace, and for unfolding to the ſinner where all his ju» 
ſtifying righteouſneſs, ſtrength, and conſolation lie. 

2. This includes the whole of God's counſel, A mini- 
ſter muſt not ſhun, to declare any part of it, even that 
which is moſt offenſive. to the world. Here he muſt eſpe- 
cially “ ſet his face as a flint, and refuſe to be aſhamed.” 
Nothing has a place in the word of God, which can be 
unworthy of a place in preaching; although * the things 
* that accompany ſalvation” demand our principal atten- 
tion. He ought not to confine himſelf to one particular 
topic, but ſhould endeavour to give his hearers a view of 
the whole ſyſtem of divine truth. An attentive obſerva- 
tion of Providence may be of great uſe for pointing out 
the proper ſeaſon of illuſtrating ſome ſubjects rather than 
others, in proportion to the urgency of the call. The 
duties of the lau muſt be declared, as well as the bling 
of the goſpel : for the great end of the goſpel is in ſub- 
ſerviency to the law, both in time and through eternity. 
Why has God publiſhed theſe glad tidings of great joy 
that are contained in the goſpel, but for bringing man 


back to that obedience to the holy law from which fin 
hath. turned him away; for reſtoring that image of God 


on the heart, now partially, and at length completely, 
which, is the ſame thing with his law? In accompliſhing 
the. promiſe of the goſpel, God writes the law on the ſin- 
ner's heart. The moſt illuſtrious branch of that. perfecs 
tion which believers; ſhall attain, is a perfection in holi- 
neſs, or, in other wards, a conformity to the divine law, 


vhich is the tranſcript of God's holineſs. There is a ge- 


neration of dead, hypocritical profeſſors, who, ſpurn at 
the idea of preaching the law; as if all law-preaching 
were legal preaching, W ronFrcns with the goſpel. 
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But their reluctanee, inſtead of deterring miniſters from 
declaring this part of the divine counfel; is a loud call to 
diligence and faithfulneſs in doing fo. Whatever truths 


are peculiarly neglected, denied, deſpiſed, or hated by the 
generation, demand a ſpecial attention. Theſe are di the 


Tord of Chriſt's patience;” and whoever would be found 


faithful, muſt © contend earneſtly” for them. This was 
the laſt charge Chriſt gave to his diſciples, when imme- 
diately about to depart into heaven: Teaching them to 
<« obſerve all things whatſoever I have commanded you.“ 


The promiſe of his preſence with them, in the diſcharge 


of their work, is directed to them-only as endeavouring a 
ſtrict and conſcientious obedience to this Eecpe. They 


may not warrantably expect it in any other way : for ſt 


follows in the cloſeſt connection, And lo, Tam with 
c you alway, even unto the end of the world *,” 

3. The connection of divine truths ſhould be cleirly 
pointed out, and frequently inſiſted on. Want of atten- 
tion to this is one great ſource of errors in divinity. A 
wiſe maſter builder will be concerned to lay the founda- 
tion well, before he attempt to raiſe the ſuperſtructure. 
A building without a ſolid foundation, both in nature and 
grace, inſtead of a regular and beautiful fabrick, will only 
prove a heap of rubbiſn. The firſt principles of the 
« doctrine of Chriſt” muſt be carefully laid down; / before 
there can be any progreſs © to perfection +.” The ne- 


ceffity of repentance ſhould be ſtrenuouſly inculcared 


bat the hearers of the goſpel muſt be exhorted to faith 
as the foundation of all evangelical repentance'; becauſe, 
c without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God.” The ne- 
ceffity of a change of heart ſhould be pointed out, in or- 
der to a change of fe; becauſe we muſt be planted ro- 
&« gether in the likeneſs of Chriſt's death,” before we can 
« walk in newneſs of life.” Obedience to the law muſt 
be preſſed upon all; but only as it is a rule of life in the 
hand of Chriſt; becauſe he hath fully obeyed its precept, 
and ſatisfied its penalty; as a covenant of works; becauſe 
he only can give us a true love to it, by © writing it in 
our hearts; becauſe it belongs to him to ſupply us with 
ſtrength for obeying it, and to make our obedience ac- 


5 Matth. viii. 20. N Heb. vi. I. 
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ceptable through his infinite merit. Even at Mount Sinai, 
when the law was revealed in a covenant- form, and at- 
tended with unſpeakable terrors, God would not reveal 
it to fallen man, without prefacing it with a revelation of 
the covenant of grace. When he called his people to 
obey his law, he called them to obey it in the exerciſe of 
faith in him as ** the Lord their God.“ Even then it was 
© ordained in the hand of a Mediator,” in its proper ſub- 


ſerviency to that covenant, that was confirmed before 


« of God in Chriſt *.“ It is one great commendation of 
the covenant of grace, that it is © ordered in all things.” 
Without this it could not be ſure to the ſeed of Chriſt,” 
(Rom. iv. 16). Deprived of this precious order, which 
makes it ſo deſirable to the believer, although it may till 
be the deſire of an ignorant ſinner, who neither knows his 
own weakneſs, nor the things that are freely given him 
% of God,” yet it can never prove his ſalvation f. | 

. 2dly, As to the manner of preaching the goſpel, it ſhould 


1. Pure. This is a primary character of © the wiſdom 
te that is from above,” whether it be viewed as to doctrine 
or practice; it * is firſt pure.” Therefore Titus is ex · 
horted, — in doctrine to ſhew uncorruptneſs, — ſound 
c ſpeech that cannot be condemned .“ This is the way 
to ſilence. gainſayers: That he that is of the contrary 
c part may be aſhamed, having no evil thing to ſay of 
% you.” It is in this way alone that we can e the 
fucceſs of the goſpel. For © the law of the Lord is per - 
« fect, converting the ſoulz — the commandment of the 
4% Lord is pure; and thus it “ enlightens the eyes.“ In 
this reſpect the Apoſtle appeals to the Corinthians as wit= 
neſſes of his integrity : We are not as many who cor» 
c rupt the word;of God, but as of fincerity, as of God, 
ce jn the fight of God, ſpeak we in Chriſt |.” Purity is a 
diſtinctive character of the goſpel. Where it is wanting, 
it is. ** another goſpel,” it is no goſpel; and“ although an 
& angel from heaven were to preach” it, yet it muſt be re · 
jected. | 


, * * Gal. in. 17. & 19. compared. | + a Sam. Xxii. 8. 
IT. ii. . 3. 2 Cor. ii. 25. 


D 2 2. Plain 
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2. Plain and perſpicuous. Simplicity is one of the great 
ornaments of the goſpel, and intimately connected with 
its purity. A deviation from this has been one of the fer · 
tile ſources of innumerable errors in the church of Chriſt. 
Therefore was the Apoſtle ſo much afraid, leſt his hearers 
ſhould be “ corrupted from the fimplicity that is in 
« Chriſt *. The goſpel muſt ſtand upon its own foun- 
dation. The wiſe and prudent of the world,” who have 
made a profeſſion of it, have done it much greater injury 
than thoſe babes, to whom the revelation of it was matter 
of rejoicing with Chriſt. In the earlier ages of Chriſtia- 
nity, ſome of thoſe who had been trained up in all the 
learning of the Heathen ſchools, “in all the wiſdom of 
6“ the Egyptians,” after they had embraced Chriſtianity, 
thought to recommend it to their former aſſociates, by 
bringing it as far as poflible, and much farther than was 
lawful, into a conformity with the ſorry doctrine of theſe 
ſchools. Hence had the deluſions of Mahomet and the 
abominations of Popery their origin. The church was 
5 ſpoiled through philoſophy and vain deceit, after the 
& traditions of men, after the rudiments of the world, 
«and not after Chriſt +.” And may not the greateſt part 
of the errors now maintained even by Proteſtants, be tra- 
ced up to the ſame corrupt ſource? Men aſhamed of 


-< the fooliſhneſs of God,” try to reconcile it with “ the 


«wiſdom of man;” and thus the ſimple truths of divine 
revelation continue to prove a ſtumbling- block. For “ vain 
« man would ili be wiſe, although he be born as a wild 
« aſs's colt . Not anly is ſimplicity of do&rine, but 
fmplicity of language, to be ſtudied by the miniſter of the 
goſpel. Chriſt mentions it as one of the commendations 
of the goſpel, that it is © preached to the poor;“ while 
the learned Jews deſpiſed the poor as the droſs of the 


earth; and the Heathen philotophers induſtrioufly con- 


cealed their myſterious doctrines from them, as unworthy 
to be initiated into them. 'The poorer and weaker part 
of mankind in every age conſtitutes the greater part; and 
therefore the language of preaching muſt be accommo- 
dated to them; and while it is intelligible to them, there 
4s no danger that it ſhould not be underſtood by thoſe in 
® 2 Cor. xi. 3. + Col. ii. 8. 4 Job, xi. 13. Go: 
* ſuperior 
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ſuperior ſtations; whereas the matter can by no means be 
reverſed, The goſpel has no need of the words of 
© man's wiſdom” to recommend it. Like the painting of 
a lovely countenance, inſtead of adding to the natural 
beauty, it only conceals and disfigures it. There may be 
a Popery in Proteſtantiſm. It is nearly as fooliſh to preach 
to a common audience in unintelligible terms in our own 
language, as to read prayers in an unknown tongue. In 
« the church,” the Apoſtle “ would rather ſpeak five 
cc words with his underſtanding, that by his voice he 
cc might teach others alſo, than ten thouſand words in an 


„ unknown tongue *.“ On the other hand, whatever is 


mean and grovelling, either in ſentiment or language, muſt 
be carefully avoided. 'This is unworthy of the dignity of 
the ſubject; is not conformable to that majeſty of ſtyle 
uniformly preſerved in the Scriptures, with all its. ſimpli- 
city; brings contempt on the goſpel of Chriſt ; produces 


mirth in ſome, diſguſt-in others, and greatly tends to en- 


thuſiaſm with the more weak and ignorant. 

3. Solid and'edifying. Paul exhorts the teachers at Co- 
rinth, to ſeck that they might “ excel to the edifying of 
« the church.” It will not ſuffice that the doctrine be 
pure and plain; it is neceſſary that it ſhould really be 


doctrine, that it have ſome ſubſtance in it, that it may ſerve 


for inſtruction. We may ſuppoſe that to be adminiſtered 
to children, under the notion of food, which is neither 
poiſonous nor unpleaſant : nevertheleſs it has no nourifhe 
ment in it; it will not ſupport the body, and far leſs make 
it increaſe to the ſtature of a perfect man.” The ſame 


thing may be ſuppoſed in regard to preaching. . There may 


de be a doting about queſtions, and ſtrifes of words” a co- 
piouſneſs of language, where there is a great want of ſen- 
timent; ſuch a manner of ſpeaking as that neither fpeak- 
er nor hearers truly underſtand what is meant. But, in 
an ordinary way, a miniſter cannot expect that this will 


be uſeful, - He is to handle the word of God as“ profit» 


«. able for inſtruct ion.“ The judgement of hearers muſt 
be informed, Both miniſters and people need to be 
«© nouriſhed up in the words of faith, and of good doc- 


e trine.” Now, although all are not eyes in the body of 
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| Chrifts yet it is the duty of all to © covet earneſtly the 
4 peſt gifts. It is the Lord's promiſe 1 to his people, 


81 will give you paſtors according to mine own heart, 


2 <« that ſhall feed you with knowledge and with underſtand- 


ing.” The Apoſtle. knew that he could“ not profit” 
:orinthians, e he came to them, except he 
mou « ſpeak. to them; either by knowledge, or by doc- 


ec trine +.” 


4. Sincere. Titus is enjoined. to ſhew gravity and fin» 
« cerity,—in doctrine.“ It is not ænorgh that the heart 


be fſincere; but this fincerity muſt be he un. All the 


ſincerity of a miniſter can never break the hearts of his 


people. But this is neceſſary at leaſt to gain their natural 


attention; and, in its own place, may be bleſſed as a mean, 
in the hand of the Spirit, for bringing them to conſidera- 
tion. There is a natural propenſity in the human mind 


to pay much more reſpect to that which is delivered with 


great appearance of ſincerity, and ſeems to be the reſult of 
the deepeſt conviction in the ſpeaker, than to that which is 
delivered wich apparent indifference. If it be the great aim 
of a miniſter, only to touch the affections of his hearers, he 
takes the high way to enthuſiaſm: but while he endeavours 


to inſtruct the underſtanding, he muſt alſo endeavour to 


reach the affections; as he ſhould ſtill remember, that he 
deals with rational creatures, and not with mere ſtocks or 


ſſtones. As hath been often ſaid about duties, we muſt 


try to perform them all with as much aſſiduity as if this 
were the meritorious cauſe of our ſalvation; and yet be 
as much denied to them, in reſpect of jultitication, as if 
they were not commanded at all: So may we ſay about 
preaching. We ſhould be as carneſt in “ compelling“ 
finners to come in,” as if all the ſucceſs depended on 
the uſe of means; and yet be as much denied to the 
means, as if they had never been required. Paul often 
mentions his fears of parental affection and godly ſincerity, 
as a powerful argument with his children in the goſpel. 

5. It muſt be particular and pointed. There are ſome 
of whom it cannot be ſtrictly ſaid, that they preach erro · 
neous doctrine, whoſe preaching, nevertheleſs, is not di- 
rected to the ſalvation of their hearers It wholly con- 
fiſts in generals. They eicher cannot ſpeak to the con- 
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ſeience, as being themſelves ſtrangers to the exerciſe 5 5 «,. 


the heart; or they will not do it, leſt they ſhould offe 
their hearers, by diſturbing their fleep in fin. + Their doc- 
trine is entirely of a cireular nature; but they carefully,” 
avoid the centre. If they brandiſh the ſword of doctri 
it is all in' the way of feint, they never ſtrike with it; or 
if they ſtrike, it is only with the broad ſide, but they n 
ver apply the edge; while, you know, it is the edge onl 


that cuts. If they emit a ſound, yet there is no dife - 

« tinCtion in ſounds ;; ſo that it cannot be known what is 
« piped of harped.” Now, how can it be expected that 
this ſhould be profitable? For if the trumpet give an 
cc uncertain ſound, who ſhall prepare himſelf to the 
& battle?“ Such doctrine is like a garment which ſuits © 
all equally well, while it does not properly fit any one. 


But chis is not the way in which miniſters are command 
ed to preach. They muſt cry aloud, and not ſpare; 


« ſet the trumpet to their mouth, and tell the houſe of 


6 Jacob thejr tranſgreffions, and the houſe of Iſrael their 
« ſms,” When they preach Chriſt, they muſt “ warn 
« every man, and teach every man in all wiſdom ;” as it 
is thus 1 ſhould endeavour to“ preſent-every man per- 
« fect in Chriſt Jeſus.” Therefore ſaith Paul to Timothy, 
chap. 2. of this epiſtle, verſ. 15. Study to thow chyſelf 
« approved unto God, a'workman that needeth not to 
« be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” He 
alone is “ a faithful and wiſe ſteward,” who hath it for 
His conſtant aim to © give every one his portion of meat 
«* in due ſeaſon. Renouncing the hidden things of dif- 
« honeſty, not walking in craftineſs, nor handling the 
« word of God deceitfully, but by manifeſtation of rhe 
ce truth, he commends himſelf to every man con- 
t ſcience in the * of God „„ But this leads us to 
conſider, 


91 80 The objects of pee or the different claſſes 


rſons to whom it is directed. And theſe are either 
and or the converted. What may be offered 
here will apply either to public or private exhortation. 
1. The unconverted, Among them will be found ſome 
who are ignorant, others erroneous 3 _ CA and 

0 2 Cor. iv. 59 ; 
others 
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thers awakened ; Cn ie are in danger of deſſ kene, 
y, others who are preſumptuons ſel — ; 
* by * may be ſome alſo- who are intentional At ry 


(.) The ignorant. It is not an eaſy matter for a per- 
on of quick apprehenſion, of learning and abilities, to 
A 2 "conceive. the weakneſs of the greateſt part of thoſe. who 

are the objects of his miniſtratiòns. It is therefore of the 
greateſt; moment that he thoull accommodate himſelf to 


* - them. "He muſt / exhort, and comfort, and charge them, 


even as à father doth his children. He ought to uſe all 
. bar condeſcenſion to their capacities, tenderneſs and pa- 


"3 E tence, that a compaſſionate parent diſcovers towards the 


Ku of his On body. He * muſt have compaſſion on 
tc the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way; 
55 e becauſe he himſelf is compaſſed with infirmities “. 
(2). The erroneous. In directing his addreſſes to them, 
be ſnould avoid every ching that is perſonal, and every 
thing that is of the nature of invective. Altho' at times it 
may be neceſſary to remove objections, yet certainly the beſt 
way is, with authority and boldneſs to declare * the truth 
“ as it is in Jeſus.” This of all others is the, moſt power- 
ful and effectual confutation of error. Paul informs 
Timothy, that the ſervant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive 3 
« but he gentle unto all men, apt to teach, in meekneſs 
vc inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves ; if God per- 
« adventure will give them repentance. unto the acknow- 
4 ledging of the truth; and that they may recover them- 
4 ſelves out of the ſnare of the devil *.” He muſt not 
« ſtrive.” ,. This ſhows the neceſſity of avoiding harſh lan · 
guage. Every thing that diſcovers our own ſpirit hurts 
our cauſe, however good in itſelf, and makes others ſup- 
poſe that we are only actuated by the ſpirit of a party. 
_ * He mult be apt to teach.“ When a perſon. is inquiring 
after truth, or ſtraitened about duty, it is not enough to 
relieve his doubting mind, that be have the judgement of 
a miniſter. 'This may lence, but it will not ſatisfy. He 
muſt not give ſentence as a judge, but teach as a maſter, 
as a parent, and condeſcend to give his reaſons; becauſe, 
if he be _—_— of a right ſpice, it will be his Go) to 
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think themſelves rich and increaſed with goods, — # 
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eonvince others, and to endeavour to bring them © to ac- 

« Knowledge the truth.” 1 291 W We" 
(3-) The obdurate. A. miniſter of the goſpel muſt uſe WE * 

means to awaken ſuch, by illuſtrating ' the unprofitableneſs . 

of ſin; by pointing out the miſery of ſinners, while theß 

continue ſtrangers to Chriſt, in that, although they may 


« ſtanding in need of nothing,” in Gad's account, they 
are © wretched and miſerable, poor, blind, and naked.“ 
Their miſery may be aggravated from a conſideration of 
their being ſtrangers to God, and having God to be their 
enemy their being under the curſe of the law, and be- 
ing dead in treſpaſſes and fins; their eſtrangement from 
the holy angels and ſaints of God; their blindneſs of. . 
mind, rebellion of will, carnality of affections, and defile- 
ment of conſcience; and, in a word, their dreadful ſlave- 

ry under the dominion of Satan, being “ led captive by 


him at his will.” It is neceflary to declare their dan 


ger, as they are expoſed to the eternal wrath of God, to 
be ' puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the pre- | 
& ſence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power.“ 
Ihe evil of fin muſt be largely deſcribed, as being 
oppoſite to the holy nature and law of God; a war a- 


gainſt him; * that abominable thing” which he hateth; 
and as eſpecially aggravated from its direct oppoſition to - 


a God of love in Chriſt, even while he is declaring him 
ſelf pacified,; and reconciling the world to himſelf;“ as 
wounding to Chriſt, and “ grieving the Spirit of grace.” 
— They ſhould be earneſtly exhorted to ſeek a diſco- 
very of ſecret ſins, that they may . know the plague of 
© their heart,” ſee the corruption of their nature, and 
the myſtery of iniquity within them, as the ſource of all 


that defiles the life. It is neceſſary to declare their wel- 
come to Chriſt, amidſt all their vileneſs; to ſhew them 


that the call of the goſpel extends even to ſuch as them z 
this being its language: Hearken unto me, ye that are 
& ſtout-hearted, and far from righteouſneſs ;? and that 
the promiſe of the goſpel alſo includes them, as it is ſaid, 
* I will take away the ſtony heart out of your fleſh, and 
« I will give you an heart of fleſh;” The uſe of means 
muſt be inculcated. They may be put in mind, chat“ for 
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«©. theſe things God will be inquired of;“ and that Chriſt . 
hath ſaid, Him that cometh unto me, I will i in no wiſe 


« caſt out.” 


(4.) Thoſe who are already awakened may be exkiorc- | 


ed to take a more particular view of the evil of fin, and 


not merely to reſt in a ſenſe of its danger. They ſhould 


be warned of the great hazard of delays, and taught that 


he“ is an unwiſe ſon, who tarrieth-long at the breaking 


« forth of children.” Eſpecially the danger of ſtifling 
convittions by careleſſneſs, or by © returning with the dog 
& to his vomit,” muſt be pointed out; becauſe God may 


perhaps © ceaſe to be a reprover;” he may let them a- 


lone, as joined to their idols;“ he may withdraw the 
ordinary operations, of his Spirit; © give them up to their 


« own hearts luſts;” and in the end“ laugh at their ca- 


6% lamity.“ It will be neceſſary to warn them of the dan- 
ger of embracing falſe refuges ; particularly of fleeing 


to the law as a covenant of works; as this can only be 


compared to the folly of a man, who would flee for ſhel- 


ter from one part of a burning houſe to another part of 


it in the ſame ſituation. To flee from the curſe of the 
broken law to its precept, is attended with a dreadful wo z 


becauſe it is to © cover with a covering, but not of God's 
Spirit, that they ma add fin to fin.” The impoſſibi- 


lity of “entering into the kingdom of God” without the 


regeneration of the Spirit, muſt be ſtrenuouſly urged; and 
the neceſſity of coming to Chriſt by Faith illuſtrated; be- 


cauſe thus alone we are made partakers of regeneration, 
when we are * created again in Chriſt Jeſus.” - Chriſt 


mult be exhibited to ſinners, as precious, — in his perſon, 


as God with us, God in our nature, and on our fidez — 
in his righteouſneſs, whereby the law is magnified, and 
juſtice ſatisfied, whereby God is Juſt, and yet the juſti- 


__ ©. fier of him that believeth-in Jeſus;”— in his fullneſs, as 
having all grace neceſſary for us treaſured up in him, that 


we may receive, and grace for grace; — and in all his 
characters and relations, as a father, an huſband, a bro- 
ther, a friend, a phyſician, a ſhepherd, an head, as ** all 
*in all,“ containing every thing in Ana that che inner 
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(S.) The deſpondent muſt be encouraged to enden vour 
the exerciſe of faith. Although they may be ready to 


think that their unworthineſs is fo erent, that God will 


not look upon them; yet they ſhould be reminded of the in- 
finite riches of his grace; that he givesall things freely; that 
it is“ not for our ſake; but for his own name's fake,” 
that he hath ſaid, © Although your fins be às ſcarlet, they - 
© ſhall be as white as now.“ They ſhould be alſo re- 
minded of the ſuperabundance of merit that is in the blood 
of Chriſt ; that he “came not to call the righteous, but 
& ſinners to repentance,” to fave the chief of ſinners; 
and that his blood © cleanſeth from all fin.” ——The ex- 
ample of great ſinners ſaved by grace, may be uſeful to 
them. They may be excited to truſt in God, from the 
inſtances of Manaſſeh, Mary Magdalene, Zaccheus, the 
thief on the croſs, Saul the perſecutor, and the very mur- 


derers of the Lord of glory. They ſhould, in a ſpecial 


manner, be informed of the evil and danger of unbelief, 
us greater than all their other fins; as the only fin that 
binds them under a ſentence of condemnation. 4 

(6.) When a miniſter has to do with thoſe whom he 
has reaſon to ſuſpect as preſumptuous:/ef-deceivers, they 


_ ſhould be warned of the danger of any falſe foundation 


that they may reſt upon; their exernal profeſſion, their 
ſtrict obſervation of duties, or their own righteouſneſs of 
a moral nature. They may be exhorted to ſearch and exa- 
mine their own hearts, by the word, as under the eye of the 
all-ſeeing God, who cannot be mocked;” though they 

ſhould themſelves be deceived;” to try the principles, 
motives, and ends, both of their profeſſion and exerciſes . 


in religion. They ſhonld be informed, that it is 4 groſs 


deluſion, to imagine, that they have in reality any of the 


_ 


joys and comforts of religion, if ghey be unacquainted 
with bitter ſorrow for ſin, not only as it is deſtructive to 
themſelves, but as it is hateful in the ſight of God, and 
contrary to his nature; and if it be not their daily bur- 
den, making them to © groan, white in this tabernacle.” 
They may be warned, that although faith is, in its own 
nature, directly oppoſed to donbting, yet there may be a 
eſumptuous faith; and exhorted to try whether their 
faith conſiſt only in believing that they are believers, _ 
4 | 2 us 
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thus reſts only on an act of their own' imagination; he- | 


ther it conſiſt merely in a general perſuaſion of the truth 


of religion; or whether it be truly founded on the teſti» 


mony of God himſelf ſpeaking in the word, and offering 
to them eternal life through his Son Jeſus Chriſt, It is 
neceflary ſtrongly | to urge, that the heart is deceitful a- 
ic bove all things;” and the great danger of deceiving them- 
ſelves ;. becauſe in this way their condemnation will be far 
greater than that of Heathens, who never heard the goſpel 
of Chriſt. 1 


(7) Intentional hypocrites, who do not deceive theme 


ſelves, but deſire to deceive others, may be put in, mind 
of the poverty of that reward they ſeek, which is only the 
approbation of men of the awful diſcovery that ſhall be 
made of ſuch in that day when the ſecrets of all hearts 
ſhall be unfolded ; Hand of the inconceivably bitter portion 
that ſhall then be given them ; for fearfulneſs will ſooner 
or later ſurpriſe the hypocrites, and they will be forced 
to cry out, under a dreadful ſenſe of divine indignation, 
© who among us ſhall dwell with devouring fire ? who 
vc ſhall dwell with everlaſting burnings “?“ 

2. The converted. Among them a miniſter will find 
ſome who are babes in knowledge and grace, others who 


are deſerted; ſome who are doubting and dejected, o- 


thers who are tempted; thoſe who are groaning under a 


body of ſin and death, thoſe who are declining 3 and ſuch 


alſo as are ſtrong and vigorous. 

(J.) He muſt direct his attention to thoſe who are babes 
in knowledge and grace. John wrote to ſome under the 
appellation of * little children.” Paul wrote to the Co- 
rinthians as ( babes in Chriſt,” Such muſt be © fed with 
«© milk, and not with ſtrong meat, as not being able to 
<« bear it.” They ſhould be encouraged to aim at perfection 
in Chriſt. It may be expedient to direct them to a proper 
eſtimate and exerciſe of the qffectians in religion. Theſe 
are often ſtrong and fervent in young converts, becauſe 
of the greatneſs and recentneſs of the change, the ſtriking 
light in which they behold the concerns of eternity, when 
they have newly paſſed from death to life, and the com- 


paſſion of our gracious Lord, who carries the lambs 
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« in his boſom,” and . dandles“ his little ones ( upon 
* the knees.” At the ſame time, there is generally, in 


this warmth of affections, a great mixture of that which 
is merely of a natural kind, proceeding rather from the 
imagination than from the judgement, and not neceſſari- 


ly connected with ſaving grace. But when this fervour in 
any meaſure ſubſides, inexperienced Chriſtians © are in 


danger of raſhly concluding, that all their former attain - 
ments have been deluſive. It is highly requiſite to guard 
them againſt this extreme; and to illuſtrate the nature 
and neceffity of a life of faith, as entirely different from 
ſenſe, greatly ſuperior to it, and moſt competent to a ſtate 
of imperfection. But leſt any ſhould thence conclude, 
that the affections have nothing to do in religion, or en- 


courage themſelves under a ſpiritual decline, it is equally 


neceflary to recommend the ſtrict examination of their 
ſpiritual affections by the rule of the word, and the dili- 
gent exerciſe of thoſe that are truly of a gracious na- 
ture, which in Scripture are called“ the love of eſpou- 
« fals, the kindneſs of youth,” and mentioned by God 
with a peculiar mark of his approbation. They may 
therefore be exhorted to inquire, whether their ſpiritual 
affections flow from an underſtanding enlightened in the 
knowledge of God in Chriſt, and the glorious truths of 
the goſpel; for © the new man is created in knowledge; “ 
whether they be attended with ſuch a transforming ef- 


ficacy, that they are become © new creatures,” © renewed 


e in the ſpirit of their minds,” and “ made partakers of 
«& divine nature:” To try whether they be accompa- 
nied with a greater hatred of ſin; fervent defires to love 
God, to enjoy communion with him, and attain to more 
conformity to him; for“ as new-born babes they will de- 
5 fire the ſincere milk of-the word, that they may grow 
thereby, if they have taſted that the Lord is gracious.” 
They ſhould be called to examine, whether, inſtead of 
being fatisfied with preſent attainments, they be © preſſ- 
ing forward” with greater ardour, toward the mark 
“ for the prize of the high calling ;” and whether they 
lead them to a tender and univerſal regard to the whole 
law of God in their practice; for © every one that hath 


$* this hope purificth himſelf, even as he is pure.” They 


ought 
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ought to be alſo inſtructed in the danger of letting their 
affections decline in their exerciſe, of leaving their firſt 
« love,” or forgetting “ the kindneſs of their youth:“ 
and exhorted to hold on their way, rejoicing in God's 
ci teſtimonies. more than in all riches ;” and earneſtly to de- 
& fire that their love may yet abound more and more ;” for 


* 


the fruit of the ſpirit is love, joy,“ &c.: and although 


God's people are called to © live by faith, and not by ſight;“ 
yet it is ſuch a faith as © worketh by love,“ a faith that 


is daily attended by heart-felt mourning tor ſin, by a holy 


fear of offending God, by a lively hope, and by a ſpiritual 
Joy, that is ſometimes © unſpeakable; and full of glory.” 


 - (2.) He will endeavour to exhort thoſe who are com- 


plaining of the Hiding of the Lord's countenance, to in- 
quire into the grounds of bis controverſy: to conſider 
that the Lord often withdraws the light of his counte- 
* nance,” that his people may learn to live by faith; to 
follow him in the dark; to wait on him in the way of his 
zudgements ; to prize divine manifeſtations the more; to 
keep them in their proper place; and with greater earneſt- 
neſs to ſeek that heavenly country, where © their ſun ſhall 
© no more go down.” They may be exhorted, to juftify 
God in all his contendings, to “ afcribe righteoufneſs to 
c their Maker,” while they take “ ſhame and confufion 
©« of face” to themſelves : to „remember the years of his 
„ right hand,” for the confirmation of drooping faith; 


the former gracious appearances and deliverances with 
which the Lord has favoured them; even “ when deep 
« calleth unto deep, to remember him from the land of 


© Jordan, and of the Hermonites:“ to plead his gracious 
return in the exerciſe of prayer; and to believe it upon 
the certain foundation of the word; truſting that he will | 
yet command his loving kindneſs in the day-time, and 
* that in the night his ſong ſhall be with them *.“ 

(3.) The doubting and dejected may be called to comfort, 
becaufe of the infinite love of God to the weakeſt of his 
people; becauſe he heareth the defire of the humble ;” 
becaufe he delights in faith, although weak as a grain 
*« of muſtard-ſeed ;” and becauſe he hath promiſed, that 
© the bruiſed reed he will not break, nor quench the ſmo- 

* Pal. xlij. 6.—g. Taos ; 
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king flax, until he ſend forth judgement unto victory.“ 

They may be exhorted to review their evidences for eter- 
nity, to examine themſelves by the marks of God's word, 
depending on the light of his Spirit. It may be proper to 


remind them, that their doubts are, in their nature, di- 
rectiy oppoſed to faith, and that they are greatly diſho- 


nouring to God; that while they" mean only to abaſe 


; themſclves, they really i iojure God, by denying his work 


in their hearts; that in © thus requiting him, they 


act as a fooliſh people and unwiſe,” while they diſown 


him as their father who hath bought them,” who © hath 
« made them” new creatures by his Spirit, and hitherto 

4 eftabliſbed” them by his grace“. Above all, they 
ſhould be preſſed to the — — exereiſe of faith, as that 
which is the moſt expeditious and efficacious remedy for 
doubts and fears; becauſe faith often brings in a glorious 
evidence of its reality, by its own light in the heart, The 
command of God muſt be enforced on their conſeiences, 
ho is among you— that walketh in darkneſs, and hath 


% no light? let him truſt i in the name of the Lord, and/ 
| «. fay upon his God f.“ 


(4 Tie fend muſt be enhort f to2trefif this devit,* 
as this is the way tO 1 make him . flee from themz” to © give 


© no place to him“ by fo much as liſtening te lris tempta- 
tions, becauſe then his cauſe is half gained. The promiſe 


affords ample ground of encouragement; for the Lord 


hath ſaid, that he will ſet free his people both from de- 
« ceit and violence;” that “ he will ſave them from the 


« ſubtile ſnare of the fowler;” that he will not ſuffer. 


them to be tempted above what they are able to bear.“ 


They may be comforted from the example of Chriſt, who- 


was in all points tempted like as they are;“ and from 


his compaſſion, becauſe © he knows” experimentally-** how -- 
& to ſuccour them that are tempted.” Chriſt's victory over 
Satan, as their head and ſurety, may be pointed out as 


ground of conſolation ; together with the aſſurance they 


have from God's word, of reaping the full Fruits of it at 


length, as it is promiſed, that © the God of peace will 


{© bruiſe Satan,” the 22 * M of peace, un- 


« der their feet ſhortly.” 
Deut. xxxii. 6. + IC I. 10. 
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| (5.) Thoſe who are groaning under a body of fin. It 
may be neceſſary to adminiſter comfort to ſuch, by letting 
them know, that if they are mourning for ſin, as heinous 
in the ſight of God, and contrary to his nature, as abomi- 
nable to them, and a conſtant burden, -it is a good evi- 
dence; that none really have this view of it, but thoſe who 
are true believers. 'They may be exhorted, to truſt the 
promiſe, Sin ſhall not have dominion over you ;” daily 
to improve the cro/s of Chriſt for the mortification of ſin; 
that they may be “ crucified with Chriſt, ſuffer in the 
« fleſh,” the unrenewed part of the man; and thus more 
and more “ ceaſe from tin, and live unto God:“ to be- 
lieve deliverance from the very inbeing of ſin at length, 
according to the example of Paul, I thank God, through 
& Jeſus Chriſt my Lord :” and according to the promiſe 
of God, nothing ſhall hurt nor deſtroy in all my holy 
«© mountain.” Bertl Y | 
(6.) The ſervant of Chriſt will endeavour to ſtrengthen 
the declining. This is Chriſt's command to the angel of 
the church of Sardis; “ ſtrengthen the things that re- 
% main, and are ready to die.” His epiſtle to that 
church ſhows the neceflity of illuſtrating the danger of de- 
clenfion, becauſe every ſtep of it, even in a true believer, 
although the. covenant is inviolably ſecure, is yet in its 
own nature, and abſtractly conſidered, a “ departure 
« from the living God *;” and becauſe Chriſt may 
* come on ſuch as a thief, when they know not what 
© hour he ſhall come.” The diſboncur done to God by 
ſuch declenfions muſt alſo be pointed out; and the pre- 
ſent deprivation of ſpiritual comforts, that neceſſarily at- 
tends them. Chriſt exhorts thoſe who are declining to 
© remember from whence they are fallen, to repent, 
«© and do the firſt works;” they are, as it were, to begin 
religion anew, by making ſure their foundation for eter- 
nal life. The crown of victory is alſo to be held up; for 
Chriſt concludes his epiſtle with theſe words, . He that 
« gycrcometh, the ſame ſhall be clothed in white rai- 
« ment +.” | . 1 
(J.) The ffrong may be exhorted to abound in good 
works; to“ add to their faith, virtue; and to virtue, 
* Heb, iii. 12. + Rev. ii. 5. iii. 2.3. 


knowledge; 
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te knowledge, temperance,” &c.; — to endeavour %. 


| neſs. in ſtrengthening . others; as Chriſt enjoined Peter, 


When thou art converted, ſtrengthen thy brethren;“ 
to Hold on their way rejoicing ; ”—eſpecially they ſhould 
be exhorted to Humility ; — and be put in mind, that they 
e be not high-minded, but fear ;” for it is written, © Let 
6. him that thinketh he ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall.” 

2. * He is called to make proof of his miniſtry in public 


Prayers. In this part of his work, the miniſte; of Chriſt 


acts as the mouth of the people unto God. He ſhould 
endeavou to avoid formality, and aim at a holy warmth 
and enlargement of ſpirit. Herein he has the example of 
thoſe men of God whoſe ſupplications in behalf of the 
church are recorded in ſcripture. He ſhould ſtudy to re- 
member the particular caſes and /ituations of worſhippers, 
in as far as they are known to him, or may be reaſonably 
conjectured. Herein he has the example of the. great. 
head. In his laſt prayer, recorded in John xvii. which, 
by way of diſtinction, may be called the Lord's prayer, 
how particularly, with what affection and earneſtneſs, did 
he remember the ſituation of his diſciples ?, It is his duty 
to intercede for the people, for the pardon of their ſins, 
and the removal of divine judgements, threatened or in- 
flicted; according to the example of Moſes, on different 
occaſions, and the command of God, ** Let the prieſts, 
«© the miniſters of the Lord, weep between the porch and 
te the altar, and let them ſay, Spare thy- people, O Lord, 
* and give not thine heritage to reproach f.? 

3. By catechiſing. He ought principally to inſiſt on 
plain ſubjects, leſt a curious and prying inveſtigation-of 
thoſe that are myſterious in their nature, or more ob- 
ſcurely revealed, excite, or feed a ſpeculative ſpirit, 
which greatly injures religion among profeſſors; for 
« knowledge puffeth up.” That knowledge which is 
merely of a ſpeculative nature, when not properly balan- 
ced by that which is practical, ſerves as fuel to the na- 
tural vanity of the mind, and makes men “ wiſe in their 
% own conceit.? Therefore it may be very expedient to 


give doctrinal inſtructions a practical turn. He ſhould 


As the following branches of this head, with the obſervations illuſtta - 


ting them, were not publicly delivered, we ſhall mention them with very 
little enlargement, 


+ Joel, ii. 17. 
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pay particular attention to the young generation. They 
are the hope of the church. It is by means of them that 
the truths of Chriſt muſt be handed down to poſterity, 


For it is promiſed, . One generation ſhall praiſe thy 


« works to another.” Youth is the proper ſeafon for 


inſtilling the principles of religion into the mind, When 


diligence is uſed in this period, the impreſſion is not eafily 
loſt : *© Train up a child in the way that he ſhould go, 
c and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” Great 
tenderneſs thould be exerciſed towards the ignorant, that 
they may not be affronted, offended, or diſcouraged, 


When replies to queſtions are laid in a particular form, 


the miniſter ſhould be ſure that the people underſtand 
them; becauſe thoſe things that are verbally imprinted on 
the memory, very often have no place in the judgement ; 


and are repeated times innumerable, without the exerciſe 


of a ſingle thought about the meaning of them. 

4. By viſitation of families. Herein we have the exam- 
ple of the apoſtles, who not only © taught publicly,” but 
alſo from houſe to houſe *.“ When it may be neceſ- 
fary, on fuch occaſions, opportunities of private conyer- 


' ſation with individuals ſhould be embraced. A miniſter 
ſhould endeavour to ſpeak to the particular ſtate of the 
family; not ſatisfying himſelf merely with general exhor- 


tations. He can eaſily chuſe ſuch ſubjects of diſcourſe 
as are moſt ſuitable to the general character of the per- 


ſons before him. He ſhould ſtir them up to perſonal, fa- 


mily, and ſocial religion, and alſo to perſonal and family 
ſaſting. | | g hs ie 
5. Viſitation of the afflicted. Great aſſiduity is required 


in this part of the miniſterial work; becauſe it is a time 


when people are more generally under convictions; when 
the heart is more full, and more open, than at other 


times; and when perſons have great need of being well 


inſtructed, becauſe in danger of truſting in legal reſolu- 
tions; and of being cautioned, left they place any merit in 
the prayers of a miniſter, which there is reaſon to fear ſome 
ignorant perſons may do. | 
6. In private examination, he muſt accommodate him- 
{elf to weak capacities, and encourage them to caſe and free- 
Acts, XI. 20, | | 


dom 


* 
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dom in communicating their mind. It is neceſſary that he 
exerciſe charity in judging; and particularly that he judge 
of people's religion, according to their natural tempers or 
diſpoſitions ; for theſe will always be found to have great 


influence, Although a good character, and a competent 


meaſure of knowledge, with a profeſſion of religion, are 


the external foundation of church memberſhip ; yet it is 


highly expedient that miniſters ſhould examine their peo- 
ple in a 1 manner, as to their experience of the 
power of religion. When theſe things are found, he can - 
not deny them outward privileges; yet it is his duty to 
exoner himſelf to them, when he has reaſon to fear hy- 
pocrily, by inſtructing them in the neceſſity of acquaint- 
ance with experimental religion, in order to a partaking 
of the ſeals of God's covenant; by warning them of the 
danger of profaning God's ſanctuary; and even by pru- 


dently expreſſing his apprehenſions about their preſent fi- 


tuation, 


WZ ſhall How conclude the SiGourls with ſome argue a 
ments, enforcing the vigilant, patient, and faithful diſ- 


charge of the miniſtry. Of theſe arguments ſome will 
only apply to vigilance and faithfulneſs, as enforcing du- 
ty; others, while they enforce theſe duties, are alſo of a 
conſolatory nature, and recommend the . exerciſe of pa- 


tience under afflictions. 


I. Arguments that enforce vigilance and faithfulneſs, or 
de watching in all things,” and © making full proof of the 
« miniſtry.” 


The ſervant of Chriſt may then be exhorted to be watch- 


ful and faithful, 
1. Becauſe his own ſalvation is at ſtake, When Timo- 
thy is called to take heed to himſelf, and to his doctrine, 


«*« to continue in them,” becauſe in“ doing ſo he ſhall - 


& ſave himſelf,” the words imply, that he who is habi- 
tually negligent of theſe things, neglects his own ſalva- 
tion. Hence we are by no means to conclude, that a mi- 
niſter, any more than any other, is to be juſtified before 
God becauſe of his own doings. No; the moſt faithful 
ſervant of Chriſt muſt diſclaim all his ſervices and ſuffer- 
ings in the matter of juſtification, and ** count all theſe 
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« things loſs for Chriſt, that he may win him, and be 
4 found in him.“ But as there is a certain inſeparable 
connection between juſtification and good works in every 
believer, this connection muſt be manifeſted in the con- 
duct of a miniſter, according to thg work which is allot- 
ted him by God. His faith will be rejected as dead, un- 
leſs it be atteſted by thoſe works that are incumbent upon 
him, not only as a Chriſtian, but as a miniſter. He muſt 
be © faithful in that which is committed to him.” Ne- 
ceflity is laid upon him,” and there is a dreadful wo a- 
waiting him, * if he preach not the goſpel.” He is ap- 
pointed a watchman; and it is only by giving faithful warn- 


ing of danger, and the way of eſcape, that he can “ deli- 
_ « ver his own ſoul.” | 


2. Becauſe this is the way to comfort on a deathbed. 


Although all theſe things muſt be renounced in reſpect 
of merit,. yet we muſt not deny them their own weight in 
reſpect of comfort. The Apoſtle had this as matter of re- 
Joicing, “ the teſtimony of his conſcience, that in ſimpli- 
city and godly fincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but 
„by the grace of God, he had his converſation in the 
ce world; and more abundantly toward” the church *. 


It was this that made him fo © willing to depart, and in a 


« ſtrait betwixt two;” that he was affured, that © whe- 
« ther preſent or abſent, he ſhould be accepted,“ not on- 
ly in his perſon, but in his work. In general, the Lord 
hath meaſured out moſt clearneſs and comfort in a dying 
hour to his ſervants who have been moſt faithful and vi- 
gilant. The way to © finiſh our courſe with joy,“ is to 
« fight the good fight, and keep the faith +.” It is in 
this way that © an entrance is miniſtered abundantly into 
the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
« Chriſt 3.” | 

3. From the awful account that he hath to make. A 
miniſter is not only anſwerable for himſelf, but for all 
thoſe committed to his charge: We watch for fouls as 
<< thoſe that muſt give an account” He is not indeed re- 


ſponfible for the improvement they make of the-truths? 


delivered. If he deliver them faithfully, warn them in 


22 Cor. i. 12. + Ver. .; AQts, xx. 324. 
12 Pet. L 1. 
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| every way becoming his office, and nothing be found in 
| his converſation that gives the lie to his doctrine, or proves 
a ſtumbling-block to his people; then, if they do not 
| ſuitably improve them, the * fin lieth ar heir door” In 
all his labours, the judgement-ſeat ſhould be continually 
in his eye. When, from the love or from the fear of 
man, or from any motive whatſoever, his heart is ready 
to ſtart aſide from duty, he ought, in his own mind, to fift 
himſelf before that awful tribunal, and anticipate that ac- 
count that he muſt ſhortly give. He thould remember, 
that if he give not faithful warning, not only“ his own 
&« ſoul is not delivered,” but he brings the blood of others, 
the blood of multitudes, on his head. Does nature re- 
lent, does it ſhudder at murder, that violence that can 
only“ kill the body?” O!] had we more grace, how 
would we ſhudder, how would we recoil, at the idea of 
a far more dreadful murder! that violence, or that ne- 
gligence, which is inſtrumental in“ deſtroying both foul 
* and body in hell!” The great Apoſtle was awed by 
this conſideration in fulfilling his miniſtry ; as he ſpeaks, _ 
2 Cor. v. 11. Wherefore, knowing the terror of the 
Lord, we perſuade men.” Not only did he perſuade 
men to believe in Chriſt, from a conſideration of their 
danger, as expoſed to the Lord's terror; but he preſſed 
them to this exerciſe, as being him/elf awed by the conſi- 
deration of this terror on his own mind. And perhaps 
this is the thing chiefly meant, as would appear from the 
connection: for in the foregoing verſe he mentions the 
« appearance of all before the judgement-ſeat;” and he 
mentions it as a reaſon enforcing the words immediately 
preceding, inverſe 9g. Wherefore we labour, that, whe- 
ether preſent or abſent, we may be accepted of him.” 
He endeavoured to perſuade men, whatever might be the 
conſequence to themſelves, in ſuch a way as that he might 
be © made manifeſt to God, and manifeſt in their con- 
« ſciences;” that he might be approved to God as a faith- 
ful ſervant, in fully diſcharging his duty; and at leaſt 
leave a teſtimony to his faithfulneſs in the conſciences of 
others. | . 
Although all who quit the true foundation in preach- 
ing, or are habitually and univerſally unfaithful in or 
| wor 
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work of Chriſt, ſhall be caſt out as wicked and unpro- 
cc fitable ſervants ;” yet there are others who are only 
faithful in part, who © hold the foundation, and yet build 
« upon it wood, hay, ſtubble;” an unſcriptural fabric, 
or the inventions of men. Now, although ſuch may“ be 
% ſaved in the day of the Lord,” as to their per/ons ; yet 
it is with diſgrace and rejection to their /abours. 'Thus it 
is declared, If any man's work ſhall be burnt, he ſhall 
< ſuffer loſs ; yet he himſelf ſhall be ſaved, but ſo as by 
* fire *. But how much more comfortable, if the ſervant 
of Chriſt, when he ſhall appear, * ſhall have confidence, 
% and not be aſhamed before him at his coming?“ | 


II. Arguments both enforcing duty, and affording 
conſolation. A miniſter may be exhorted to vigilance, 
faithfulneſs, and patience in the ſervice of Chriſt, becauſe 
he is bound by the authority of God interpoſed in his call 
and command ; he ſerves the greateſt and beſt of maſters; 
both his labours and ſufferings bear a relation to the no- 
bleſt ends; he has always the ſame unchangeable encou- 
ragement; he has the higheſt example before him; and 
is aſſured of the richeſt reward. | 

1. Becauſe he is bound by the authority of God inter- 
poſed in his call and command. A call to the work in or- 

i caſes may be diſcerned, not merely by the prevail - 
ing deſire of the heart toward this, rather than any other; 
for experience declares, that this is often very improper- 
Iy directed; but by a fingle and ſupreme defire for the 
glory of God, and the ſalvation of ſouls, in as far as a 
perſon knows his own heart; by a ſuitable meaſure of 
qualifications for it, not only in one's own apprehenſion, 
but in the judgement of the rulers of the church; and 
by God's ſhutting up one's way in the courſe of provi- 
dence. When theſe things are ſeconded by the volunta- 
ry call of a people, it muſt be received as the call of God. 
His command is, ** Take heed to the flock over which the 
% Holy Ghoſt hath made you overfeers.” He that would 
be found faithful, will find the weight of theſe on his 
conſcience. It will alſo be a mean of comfort under af- 
flictions, when a man is conſcious that he is in the way of 


| 1 x Cor. iii. 15. g 
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duty, by obeying the call and command of God; that 
he has not run unſent, nor * taken this henour to him- 
« ſelf, but was called of God, as was Aaron.“ By this 
conſideration, Jeremiah comforts himſelf under his ſuf- 
ferings from the rebellious Iſraelites: As for me, I 
« have not haſtened from being a paſtor to follow thee, 
« thou knowelt *;” either as meaning that he had not 
intruded himſelf into the office, or that he had not en- 
deavoured to deliver himſelf from it, notwithſtanding his 


great trials in the diſcharge of it f. 


2. Becauſe he ſerves the greateſt and bet of maſters. 
The work of a miniſter, whatever worldly men may think 
of it, is“ moſt honourable.” This will appear, if we 
conſider who employs him in it. He is the meſſenger 
© of the Lord of hoſts,” the ſervant of © the King of 
« kings,” the deputy of * the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” Do 
the men of the world account it their honour to bear the 
name of their prince, to be called his ſervants ? and ſhall 
not the ſervant of Chriſt deem it his honour that he is 


even © counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his name?“ 


Perſecution itſelf is an honour and a treaſure in his ſer- 


vice. Moſes * eſteemed the reproach of Chriſt greater 


« riches than all the treaſures in Egypt.“ He is the beſt 
of maſters. Unbelief may accuſe him as © a bard maſter, 
« reaping where he has not ſown, and gathering where 
4% he has not ſtrawed.” But faith will always bear him 
teſtimony, that he ſends none © a warfare on their own 
« charges” that“ he gives liberally ;” that he conde- 
ſcends to © accept according to what a man hath, and not 
according to what he hath not.” Every ſervant of Chriſt 
has great reaſon to complain of his own unworthineſs; 
but no reaſon to complain of unkindneſs from his Lord. 
3. Becauſe both his labours and afiiftions bear a rela- 
tion to the nobleſt ends. Theſe are, the glory of God, 
and the ſalvation of his elect. If he ſpeak, it is as the 


« oracles of God; if he miniſter, it is of the ability that 


fer. xvii. 16. 


+ Vid. Oliveri Bowles de Paſtore Evangelico Tractat. This treatiſe, by 
one of the divines of the famous Weſtminſter Aſſembly, is now almoſt eu- 
tirely out of print, Perhaps it is equal to any thing of human compoſi- 
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* God; giveth ; that Godan all things may be glorified, 
te through Jeſus: Chriſt, *.“ If he ſuffer, it is for his 
name's ſake ;, and the ſalvation of the elect is alſo in his eye. 


Through grace he does all things for them. He endeavours 


to become all things to all men,” as far as conſcience will 
admit, according to the rule of the word, © that by any 
« means he may gain ſome.” He bears all things for their 
ſake ; as;the Apoſtle teſtifies, ch. ii. 12. Therefore I en · 
<« dure all things for the elect's ſake, that they alſo may ob- 
ic tain the ſalvation which is in Chriſt Jeſus, with eternal 


glory.“ He ſubmits;**.to be abaſed” in his worldly cir- 


#* % 


cumſtances, to reproaches, to ill treatment from thoſe who 
are moſt indebted to him; and all, that he“ may not hinder 


ce the-goſpel of Chriſt.” It is an argument enforcing both 


labour and patience, that he muſt never deſpair of any. 
He dare not preſume to ſay of any one, even the moſt a- 
trocious ſinner, that he may not be a veſſel of mercy.” 
It is alſo a conſolation under afflictions, that often, by 
thoſe afflictions that are ſent to him, the Lord means to 
correct, inſtruct, and comfort his people. The ſhepherds 
are, as it were, the repreſentatives of the flock; and the 
Lord often tries them, that he may awaken thoſe un- 
der their inſpection. For * whether we be afflicted, it is 


&« for your conſolation and ſalvation, which is effectual in 


« the enduring of the ſame afflictions which we alſo ſuffer z 
% or whether we be comforted, it is for your conſolation 
« and ſalvation 1.“ | 5 eee 

4. He has ever the ſame unchangeable encouragement 


* 


and ſupport in the promiſe of the covenant. Ibis is eter- 


nally the fame. The Lord is now as really ſaying to every 


ſervant whom he ſends forth into his vineyard, as he ſaid 


to Joſhua, © As I was with Moſes, ſo will I be with thee.” 
The promiſe made to the apoſtles extends to all their law- 
ful ſucceſſors in the ordinary office of the miniſtry : * Lo, 


„I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.” 
His ſervants, amidſt all their labours and hardſhips, have. 


always the conſolation of the Pſalmiſt, nay, of the great 


Head: Our fathers truſted in thee they truſted, and 


« thou didſt deliver, them. They cried unto thee, and 


« were delivered; they truſted in thee, and were not con- 
. © 3 PL W021 f 2 Cor, i. 6. See alſo 2 Cor, iv. 10. 11. 12 15+ | 
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© founded *.“ It was under a ſenſe of the comfort 
ſpringing from this confideration, that the young prophet 
Eliſhah entreated “ a double portion of the ſpirit of Eli- 
«jah;” and when he ſmote the waters of Jordan, eried 
out, © Where is the Lord God of Elijah, even he +?” 
Timothy is called, chap. i. 10. to“ be a partaker of the 
«* affiictions of the goſpel; according to the power of 
« God,” © Therefore, ſeeing we have this miniſtry;“ it 
is only“ as we have received mercy of the Lord, that we 
& faint not 4.“ | 
5. He has the higheſt example before him. Chriſt, the 
great Prophet, has gone before him in the path of obe- 
dience and ſuffering. He ** went about doing good ;” and 
he ſuffered all poſſible evil. He is called to follow his ex- 
ample in doing. For we muſt © be followers of God as 
c“ dear children, and walk in love, as Chriſt hath alſo lo- 
« ved.“ There is a very comprehenſive account given 
of the miniſterial character of Chriſt, Acts, i. 1. He 
did, „and faught.” Likewiſe in ſuffering : ©** For Chriſt | 
c alſo ſuffered, having left us an example, that we ſhould g 
1 follow his ſteps. e diſciple muſt not be greater than 
© his maſter, nor the ſervant greater than his Lord.” Ti- 
mothy is exhorted to imitate this example : * Endure 
& hardneſs, as a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt.” Chriſt is 
the great Captain of our ſalvation, who * was made per- 
te fe& through ſuffering.” And “ we muſt ſuffer with 
& him, if we would be glorified together“ We muſt 
& follow him, by taking up our croſs,” as he took up his. 
6. Finally, he has the richeſt reward in reſerve for him. 
This was one reaſon why Moſes “ choſe rather to ſuffer 
« afflition with the people of God, than to enjoy the 
ic pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon ;” becauſe © he had reſpect 
«to the recompence of reward.” Paul had it in his eye 
when he penned the words of our text; for he adds, in 
verſ. 8. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
&« righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
« ſhall give me at that day.” Although the reward is of 
free grace, yet there is a certain connection between the 
work and it. Thus the command and promiſe are join- 


* PL, xii. 4. 5. + 2 Kings, ii. 24. 4 3 Cor, iv. f. 
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od together: © Be thou faithful unto death, —and I will 


give thee the crown of life.” They that be wiſe, {hall 
« ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament ; and they that 


© turn many to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever and 
v ever.“ To him that has honeſtly acted the part of a 
| ſervant, the Lord will ſay, in the day of his coming, 


&* Thou haſt been faithful over a few things, I will make 


ie thee ruler over many things : Enter thou into the joy 
« of thy Lord,” 


The CHARGE to the MINISTER. 


My dear BROTHER, 
N OW, that you are ſolemnly ſet apart, in the name 
and authority of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the only 
King and Head of his church, to the office of the holy 
miniſtry, and to the paſtoral inf pection of this congrega- 
tion, it becomes me, from the place allotted me, to offer 
you a few advices. And I beſeech you, that“ with 
&« meekneſs you would ſuffer the word of exhortation ;” 
which I would deſire to tender © in the bowels of Chriſt,” 
as your brother and companion in the kingdom and pa- 
ce tience of Jeſus Chriſt;” as ſpeaking in his great name 
to you; as applying the ſame .things to myſelf; and all 
with a view to that awful account which we muſt both, in 
a very ſhort time, © give of our ſtewardſhip.” It may be 
proper, irt, to mention ſome things that relate to your 
perſonal exerciſe and conduct; 2dly, Some things that re- 
gard your conduct toward your people; and, 3dly, Some 
things in reference to your brethren. 
Firſt, As to your perſonal exerciſe and conduct. 


1. Seek to have your mind impreſſed with an earneſt 
deſire for the glory of God. That this is indiſpenſably re- 
quiſite to the ſuitable diſcharge of the miniſtry, will ap- 


pear, if we attend to the following conſiderations. It is 
| God's 


'E M1 
God's end in all his works. For © he hath made all things 
&« for himſelf.” He hath propoſed this as the great end 
of all his rational creatures. We are commanded to glo- 
rify God in every action of life: „* Whether we cat or 
© drink, or whatever elſe we do, we muſt do all to the 
& glory of God.“ And if his glory ſhould be our great 
end in the leaſt actions, ſurely much more in the greateſt. 
This is his great end in the inſtitution of the goſpel-miniſtry. 
“The meflengers of the churches” are ſaid to be © the glory 
«of Chriſt.” The very work of the miniſtry is to mani- 
feſt the glory of all the divine perfections, eſpecially as 
diſplayed in the ſalvation of ſinners. Theſe © tidings of 
« great joy,” that declare * peace on earth, and good-will 
c towards man,” proclaim the glory of God as their great 
ſubject, and demand “ glory to God in the higheſt” as 
their great end. The very defign of the goſpel is, “ to 
© make known what is the riches of the glory of that my- 
te ſtery that was hid from ages and. from generations, 
e but is now made manifeſt unto the ſaints.” The goſpel- 
miniſtry is that mean, of all others, which is moſt ſub- 
ſervient to this end of glorifying God. He has “ ap- 
cc pointed the times and ſeaſons,” as a declaration of his 
glory as the Creator and Preſerver of men. He has ap- 
pointed the ordinance of magiſtracy, as a mean conducive 
to the order and peace of civil ſocity, and as an emblem 
of his moral government of the world. But he has ap- 
pointed the miniſtry, as the great mean for declaring the 
+ harmony of all his attributes in the work of redemption 
for maintaining the remembrance of his love to his 
church ; and for contributing a rich revenue of praiſe to 
himſelf, in “ bringing many ſons to glory.“ God ex- 
preſsly requires this of all who engage in his ſervice. It is 
his ordinance, that “he ſhall miniſter in the name of the 
« Lord his God, who ſhall come with all the defire of his 
„mind *.“ He who, although inveſted with this office, 
has not a ſupreme love to the glory of God, is but the 
ſhadow, the mere ſkeleton, of a miniſter of the goſpel; 
he is an idol-ſhepherd ;” and he will prove, at leaſt, an 
abſolute drone in the hive, if he prove not © a wolf in 


Deut. xviii. 6. 
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« ſheep's clothing” i in the fold of Chriſt. He n 
| God, macks his people, and trifles with his own deſtruc- 
tion. 
2. Endeavour to attain a deep and abiding fads of the 
importance of the work of the miniſtry, and of the value 
2 ſouls, and an earneſt concern for their ſalvation. The 
importance of the miniſtry appears from this conſidera- 
tion, that it is a ſtate of embaſſage. The ambaſſador of an 
ecarthly prince claims all that attention that is ſuppoſed to 
be due to his ſovereign; and the claim of attention to the 
| ſervant is in proportion to the dignity of the maſter. 
Now, there is no maſter that can compare with Chriſt, 
the King of ſaints.” © We then are ambaſſadors Ds 
. Chriſt,” Frith the Apoſtle; as. though God did beſeech 
« you by us, we pray you, in Chriſt's ſtead, he ye recon- 
< cited to God.” Miniſters appear in the fet of Chriſt, 
as, according to their weak meaſure, making up the want 
f his bodily preſence on carth, as the great Prophet of 
Ta church. Therefore © he that deſpiſeth them, deſpi- 
« {ſeth him.” Yea, they appear in the ſtead of a Three- 
One God, as * reconciling the world to himſelf.” This 
appears: from the importance of the embaſſy and truſt 
committed to them. Not only does the dignity of the 
maſter. claim reſpect, but the dignity of the meſſage de - 
mands additional attention, Now, it is © the glorious 
4 goſpel of the bleſſed God,“ which is committed ta 
© their truſt.“ They are ſtewards of the myſteries of 
« God.” Is an carthly ambaſſador ſuppoſed to be highly 
honoured, when fent to eſpouſe a conſort to his ſove· 
reign ? Well, the ſervant of Chriſt is employed to © eſpouſe 
« finners to the one huſband, that he may preſent them as 
« aichaite virgin unto Chriſt.” This embaſly eſpecially 
refers to eternity. wo Gaſt truſt that men can have 
in worldly affairs, reaches no farther than time. But here 
is a truſt that includes all at is in time, and all that is in 
eternity, in its fruits. It fers to the ſuitable enjoyment 


of all worldly benefits, and to the enjoyment of thoſe 
dleſſings that are of everlaſting duration; and thus it has 
a relation both to the life that now is, and alſo to the 
& life that is to come ” It is intended as a mean to teach 
men, dom how to “ live ſoberly, RT and 8907 

* in 


ka} 


e in this world,” and alſo how to“ look for that bleſſed 
hope and glorious appearing of the great God and our 
6 Saviour Jeſus Chriſt *.“ "Thoſe who have done and ſuf- 
fered moſt in the miniſtry, have always had the deepeſt 
ſenſe of irs importance, af their own unworthineſs and 
unprofitableneſs. He who“ laboured more abundantly 


„than all” the apoſtles, when he conſidered the im- 


portance and dignity of the work, viewed it as ap un- 
ſpeakable act of grace, that it ſhould have been commit - 
ted to him: Unto me, who am leſs than the leaſt of all 
&« ſaints, is this grace given, that I ſhould preach among 
et the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of Chriſt +.” 
Endeavour to get your mind affected with a ſenſe of 
the value of ſouls, from ſuch conſiderations as the fol- 
lowing. They re/emble God in their ſpiritual and immor- 


tal nature. Although the image of God, at firſt. im- 


preſſed on the ſoul of man, principally conſiſted in the 
moral powers with which he was endowed; yet it alſo 
eminently conſiſted in thoſe powers of underſtanding and 
will, by which he was made to reſemble his maker, who is 
infinite in underſtanding, and abſolute in will. Now, al- 
though the moral powers, or the holy diſpoſitions of his 
whole ſoul, are loſt by Gn; yet even ſinful man is {till a 
reſemblance of God ig his intellectual faculties. There- 
fare he is {aid to be“ the image and the glory of God g. 
Their valus is evident from this, that the thoughts and 
counſels of a Three-One God have been engaged about 
precious immortal ſouls from eternity. Theſe “ thoughts, 
© which are to us · ward, cannot be reckoned up in order: 
« if we would declare or ſpeak of them, they are more 
tt than can be numbered.“ Therefore the Lord faith to 
his church, © Lhave loved thee with an everlaſting love. 
& As the heavens are higher than the carth, ſo are — his 
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that he might honour it as the ſcene of the glorious work 
of redemption ; and the whole management of the © king- 
«© doms of this world, and the glory of them,” is in relation 
to the accompliſhment of this great Work. He hath ſent 

Tit. ii. 13. 1. + Eph. iii. 8. + x Cor. xi, 5. 
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& redemption to his people, he hath commanded his co- 
c yenant for ever.” « When the Moſt High divided to the 
« nations their inheritance, when he ſeparated the ſons 
of Adam; he ſet the bounds of the people, according 
t to the number of the children of Iſrael *.” And in 
every age, he has given men for his. ſpiritual Iſrael, 
4% and people for her life.” Indeed, the ſupreme end is 
his own glory; but the ſalvation of his elect is next in 
confideration. How great muſt be the value of fouls, 
when every ſoul is more precious than a world! This is 
evidently implied in the words of Chriſt: What is a 
© man profited, if he ſhall gain the whole world, and 
& Joſe his own ſoul? or what ſhall a man give in ex- 
„ change for his ſoul F ?? The greateſt potentate of the 
earth could not, by all his riches, “ redeem his brother, 
ic nor give to God a ſufficient ranſom for him. For the 
© redemption of the ſoul is precious, and” as to all that 
the world can do, © it ceaſeth for ever 1.“ Chriſt 
died to redeem them. This is the higheſt price that ever 
was given for any purchaſe; a price of infinite value; a 
price that exceeds the comprehenſion of angels! Here is 
a bargain that will remain an eternal myſtery. to all, ex- 
cept the adorable perſons concerned in it. Is not this 
then a ſtrong argument, calling you to “ take heed to the 
« flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you 
« gyerſeer, to feed the church of God :”— that he hath 
* purchaſed it with his own blood?” Not only was this 
price neceſſary for all the redeemed, but no leſs could 
have been accepted for any one of them. It muſt not 
merely be viewed as the accumulated price of that “ great 
« multitude, which no man can number;“ but as the 
price of every individual. He loved me, he gave 
« himſelf for me. Again, the great work of reftoring 
the image of God lies here. The work of redemption is 
deſcribed in ſuch pompous language as this: © Behold, I 
create new heavens, and a new earth, wherein dwell. 
eth righteouſneſs || ;” and theſe words have certainly 
their immediate, though not their ultimate reference to 
the goſpel of Chriſt. We perceive no change on the vi- 
fible heavens, no change on the earth whereon we tread. 


„Deut. XIII. 8. + Match. xvi. 26. t Alix. 7. 8. 
II. Izv. 25. | i 


But 
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„ 
But there are a heaven and earth combined in the frame 
of man. His earthy part is purified as à temple for the 


Holy Ghoſt; and his heavenly. part, his ſpiritual nature, 
which is eminently the ſubject of this new creation, is 


& created again in Chriſt Jeſus, the workmanſhip of Gas * 2 


© to ſhow forth bis praiſe,” « Righteouſneſs is made 10 


cc dwell here.” For he © is created in knowledge, rig. 


« teouſneſs, and true holineſs.” ——The value of ſouls 
may be illuſtrated from one additional conſideration, — 
that they are repreſented as the great gaing, riches, and 
treaſure of a miniſter. 80 the Apoſtle addreſſes the 
Theſſalonians, firſt epiſtle, ii. 19. 20. © For what is our 


* hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing ? Are not even 


« ye in the preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his c . 


6 ming? For ye are our glory and jay.” 
I ou will be concerned to evidence your ſenſe of the va- 
lue of immortal ſouls by a ſpiritual travail in their behalf. 


| You muſt conſider them as your “ little children, * 25 
% whom you travail in birth, until Chriſt be formed in 


ce them.“ You muſt carry them about as a burden on 
your heart, and ardently long for a ſpiritual deliverance. 


They were Chriſt's burden; “ the travail of his foul.” ITt 


was for them that his ſoul was “ exceeding ſorrowful, 
b even unto death.” It was for their ſake that the Lord 
himſelf © cried like a travailing woman.“ There is a three- 
fold travail neceſſary for the ſalvation of every ſinner ; 
that of Chriſt, that of a miniſter, and that of the ſinner 
himſelf ; and the fame word in the original is uſed in * 
lation to each. Chriſt himſelf “was in an agony t,“ 
working out the ſalvation of finners meritoriouſly. A 
miniſter muſt be in an agony in working it out inſtru- 
mentally. So Paul declares, Col. i. 29. Whereunto 
« 1 alſo labour, ſtriving,” or being in an agony, .** ac- 
* cording to his working, who worketh in me mightily.” 
And the perſon himſelf muſt be in an agony, He is ſo 
ſometimes paſſively, in ſuſtaining the pangs of the new 
birth; and always actively, according to the command of 
Chriſt; « Strive,” or be in an agony, * to enter in at the 
_ ſtrait gate; for many ſhall ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not 


Gal. iv. 19. + If. xlii. 14. þ Luke xxii. 44+ 
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Miniſters nor people thus work, unleſs God work in 


„ 


« he able *.” There is; ſo to ſpeak, a bleſſed ſympathy be- 
tween Chriſt and his ſervants, and between them and his 


* 


* On every hand, there is a © working out of 
ſalvation with fear and trembling !” But neither can 


« them mightily.” —- You muſt diſcover the ſenſe: you 


"Have of the value of ſouls, by being willing, if God 


ſhould require it, to give up every thing but your own 
falvation for theirs. A miniſter ſhould be willing to 
forego tenipgral comforts, to © be abaſed ;” yea, ſpiri- 
tual comforts, if it could be conducive to their ſalvation. 
He muſt © prefer Jerufalem above his chief joy.“ Paul 


3 b * was willing to be accurfed from God,” as to the higheſt 


8 


; cenſures of the church, or with reſpect to all preſent en- 


joyment of divine love, if it could have ſerved for the ſal- 
vation of his © kinſmen according to the fleſh.” Life is 


- mere trifle, compared with the eternal life of thoſe for 
whom Chriſt gave his infinitely precious life as a ranſom. 


When Paul was forewarned of bonds in the fervice of 
the church, he boldly replied, © None of theſe things 


* move me, neither count I my life dear, fo that I might 


at finiſh my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry that I have 
« received of the Lord Jeſus.” Such is that love requi- 
red of us toward the diſciples of Chriſt ; and ſurely the 
fame is required, if it be neceflary, in endeavouring to 
make them diſciples, that we ought to lay down our lives 
« for the brethren.” And what is the reaſon enforcing 
ſuch extraordinary love ? — © Hereby perceive we the 
© love of God, becauſe he laid down his life for us +,” 
3. Diligently apply yourſelf to reading and ſtudy. 
This is Paul's exhortation to Timothy, firſt epiſtle, iv. 13. 
ce Give attention to reading.” It is not enough that a mi- 
niſter ſhould be able to compoſe a tolerable diſcourſe ; 
that he ſhould have ſeveral ideas upon the common ſub- 
jects of divinity. Our ſtock of knowledge, at moſt, is 
very ſmall; and it will ſoon be expended, unleſs we make 
daily additions to it by cloſe application. The ſame ſen- 
timents, however juſt, will be in danger of lofing their 
favour, if they be repeated every day, and on every ſub- 
jet. A miniſter ought to be in ſome capacity of reſol- 


Luke xiii. 24 f 2 John iii. 16. 


ving 


1 
ving difficult caſes that may be put to him by his people, 
when he has no opportunity of meditäting upon them; 
of explaining hard texts of Scripture that may be propo- 
ſed; and of anſwering the objections of painter. „ 
will not ſuffice, that he ſeems to become nd weaker in 
knowledge than at firſt ; but Mk muſt“ meditate fe 
things, and give himſelf wholly to ann — that 
« profiting may appear to all.“ It ſhouldche evident that 
he is making daily advancement in the things of God. 
Above all, give yourſelf to the reading — holy e. n 
tyres, It is not enough that we have often read them. 
They muſt be “ the men of our counſel, and our ſongs in 
the houſe of our pilgrimage,” both as miniſters ane 
Chriſtians. Paul, in his exhortation to Timothy, wie- 
out doubt eſpeeially means the Scriptures. Now, Timo- 
thy might have objected as juſtly as any other could, that 
he had often read theſe before; for even according to 
Paul's atteſtation, “from a child he had known the holx 
« Seriptures;“ yet he muſt ſtill “ give himſelf to read-- , 
© ing.“ How precious is the word of God! what 
an unſpeakable fullneſs is in it! Here we have an armou- 
ry filled with all ſpiritual weapons; à diſpenſary of all 
ſovereign remedies; a ſtorehouſe of all precious bleſſings; 
a mine of inexhauſtible riches; a field full of goodly 
peurls; a magazine of heavenly food. It is bread to 
ſtrengthen, a ſtaff to ſupport, a lamp to direct, and a 
cordial to comfort. Here are doctrines level to the weak - 
eſt capacities; and myſteries that will eternally entertain 
with delightful wonder the moſt exalted. It is able 
„to make the man of God perfect, thoroughly furniſhed 
„ Unto all d works.“ e Nepal 46 
Labour to improve your acquaintance with the Scrip- 
tures in their original languages. Theſe are the very foun- 
rains of divine truth, which are certainly vaſtly preferable 
to the ſtreams of auy human interpretation. ere we 
have the waters of the fanctuary in their own püre and 
ſacred channel; net only the ſentiments, but the very 
words of the Holy Spirit. Like theſe two tables of che 
law. inelòſed in the ark; here we have the very impreſs of 
* the finger of God.“ Lou will alſo find it eminently 
ſerviceable to be un acquainted with ch N hiſto- 
n | 1 
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71] as thus you will be well verſed in the remarkable de- 
liverances that God hath given his church in different 
ages, which afford a great confirming proof of Chriſti- 
anity ; and may, through the Lord's bleffing, eminently 
N to filence the Atheiſm. of the heart. Nothing 
t is now ſaid ſhould be conſtrued as if intended to ſet 
aſide the neceſſity of relaxation. This is as much duty, 
in its own place, as ſtudy. Miniſters are as much bound 
as any others, to obey that command, Thou ſhalt not 
4% ill.“ Now, © much ſtudy is a wearigeſs to the fleſh 3” 
and it is a wearineſs to the ſpirit too. It is not by being 
conſtantly moored up in a cloſet, that one will make the 
greateſt progreſs in ſtudy. According to the frame of moſt 
minds, this will fatigue the ſpirits, and render a perſon unfit 
for cloſe application. © Every thing is beautiful in its ſea 
* ſon.” When relaxation is properly uſed, while it un- 
bends. the mind, it alfo braces it for its proper work af- 
terwards; only when relaxation is made one's buſineſs, 
it is put out of its own place, and becomes ſinful in any 
one, but eſpecially in one devoted to the miniſtry. 

4. Be much engaged in prayer. Often renew the de»: 
dication of yourſelf and of your flock to the Lord. Oft- 
en call to remembrance the ſolemn vows that you have 
this day and in former times taken upon you. Remember 
that you © have opened your mouth to the Lord, and you 


C cannot go back.” You have this day made yourſelf a. 


© ſpectacle to the world, and to angels, and to men;“ 
and as the eyes of all will be upon your future conduct, 
let your eyes be continually directed upwards to the Lord, 
« from whom alone your help and ſalvation can come.“ 


The frequent recollection of ſolemn engagements is a 


mean for impreſſing them more deeply on the heart. Let 
not your own, carnality, whatever ſhape it aſſume, hinder. 
you from prayer. It may inſinuate to you, that ſtudy - 
is more neceſſary. Satan alſo will thus © transform him- 
c ſelf into an angel of light,” becauſc he is far leſs id! 
of ſtudy than of prayer. But a miniſter never loſt one 
moment on his knees. . To pray well is to ſtudy well.” 
Your vigilance is peculiarly required in this article: 
«© Watch unto prayer 9.“ And Wen _ e . 
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in proſpect of your great account. This is the argument 


uſed by the inſpired penman; “ for the end of all things 
is at hand.” — Pray much for your people. Bring 


the particular caſes of individual believers, and of others 
who are ſtrangers to Chriſt, of all your relations, friends, 


and acquaintance, to the throne; and in this way your 


prayers will at any rate return into your own” boſom. 
The Lord turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed 
& for his friends” Let it be your * heart's deſire and 
&« prayer” for your people, and for all © Iſrael, that they 
* may be ſaved,” Remember, you are not only called 
to be a preacher, but to be an interceſſor. You muſt 


« labour fervently” for your people, „in prayer, that 


t they may ſtand perfect and complete in all the will of 
& God.” Endeavour to get all your ſubjects, and all your 
illuſtrations from the ſanctuary above. They will come 
with peculiar reliſh to yourſelf, and they will be more 
| likely to be uſeful to others, when you thus © preach the 
« preaching that the Lord hath bidden you#” 5 


5. Live by Faith. Both your labours and the afflic- 


tions you muſt lay your account with call for this: When 


you « ſuffer affliction with,” and ſometimes from © the 


«« people of God,” like Moſes, endeavour to“ endure, 
& as ſeeing him who is inviſible.” Faith is a grace eſpe- 
cially calculated for a day of darkneſs and trial; and your 
faith muſt be tried; it ſhall be tried: for othiireridy it 
could not appear unto praiſe, and honour, and glory, 
© at, the appearing of , Chriſt.” Seek, therefore, that 
te the life you now live in the fleſh, may be by the-faith of 
cc the Son of God.“ 

6. Conſtantly ſtudy your own has. : There are three 
| 5 that a miniſter ſhould be deeply acquainted with, 
the book of ſcripture, the bpok of providence, and the 
book of the heart, We have ſpoke a little of the two 
firſt already; and there is a vaſt fund for reading, medi- 
ration, and preaching, in the laſt, Let it be your reſolu- 


tion, if we may uſe the expreſſion, to preach out yourſelf 


to your people. The“ preaching of ourſelves” is indeed 
oppoſed to the“ preaching of | Jeſus Chriſt the Lord. * 
But this is only when ;/elf is the principle or end; not 
when n felt is the Jubjett, 25 as to afford matter aur ſhew- 
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ing the corruption of human nature. This ſpecies of ſetf- 
preaching is highly neceſſary and commendable. ' The 
whole Bible may be ſummed up under two great heads; 
' —the corruption of the heart, and the remedy provided. 
Now, it is by the knowledge and diſcovery of the firſt, 
that the neceſſity of the ſecond will appear. For“ they 
«© that be whole need not a phyſician, but they that are 
& fick.“ Not only for your own-ſake, but for the fake 
of your people, watch every motion of the corruptions of 
your heart; becauſe the delineation of theſe will be juſt 
telling them what they are. For © as in water face an- 
cc ſwereth to face, ſo the heart of man to man *.“ What- 
ever temptations you are acquainted with, are a ſpecimen 
of thoſe that others are ſubject to: for you may be aſſured 
that © the ſame affliftions are accompliſhed in your bre 
tc thren that are in the world 4.“ This is one mean of 
* commending yourſelf to every man's conſcience.” This 
is an ordinary way, even without the ſpirit of pro- 
phecy, whereby © the ſecrets of the heart are made ma- 
cen et, and which may be effectual, through the work- 
ing of the Spirit, for making“ thoſe. that believe” not 
„ worſhip God, and vis nar that Gor” is in "you: of a 
truth 7 
7. Endeavour to maintain a ſpiritual frame i in all your 
miniſtrations, ' Beware of formality: Miniſters are more 
in danger of this fin than any others; becauſe an employ- 
ment in the things of God is their daily occupation. It 
requires a much greater degree of grace to make a toler- 
able miniſter than to make a tolerable private Chriſtian. 
Formality is apt to reduce preaching into a kind of trade. 
But let it be your conſtant deſire to have # holy, ſpiritual 
diſpoſition of mind. Endeavour to bring this with you, 
from your own retirement to the houſe of God. It is an 
uncomfortable work, even for a time, to preach Chriſt as 
unknown, to reeduimend « the Lord as gracious,” when 
we do not preſently feel it, when the unbelief of our 
| hearts may be giving the ſie to the language of our lips. 
8. Be denied] to your on abilities, to all your prepa- 


rations, and public performances.” If a man think that 

F he knoweth any thing, it is a certain evidence, that 
ro. eil. 1 x Pet. v. 9 4 Cot, Riv. 25. * | 

x 4 de he 


a1. 
« he knoweth nothing as he ought to know.“ It is a 
hard matter to be diligent in preparation, and yet to be 
denied to it. But if we reſt in any of theſe things men- 
tioned, it may prove a dead fly, that will eauſe all 
ce our precious ointment to ſend forth a ſtinking favour? 
When you have done your all, acknowledge yourſelf “an 
% unprofitable ſervant.” God often, in righteous judge - 
ment, blaſts theſe performances, whether as t comfort 
or uſefulneſs, that we moſt highly eſteem, * that no fleſh 
« may glory in his preſence.” - Sometimes he will have 
his ſervants learn, in a ſingular manner, not only that 
they can do nothing in his ſervice without his /piritnal 
aſſiſtance; but that they muſt have an immediate depen- 
dence on him for natural ſupport. He will teach them 
the neceſſity of glorying in infirmities, that the power of 
Chriff may © reſt upon them“ n | 
9: Let all your dependence for ſueceſs in your mint. 
rations be upon the bleſſing of the Holy Spirit. It is 
« the additional ſupply of the Spirit of Chriſt “, that 
« alone can make your labours effectual.“ Neither is he 
& that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth, but 
«© God only, that giveth the increaſe.” We uy ſtudy 
and preach, exhort and intreat, but ſinners will {till con- 
tinue dry bones,” till the Holy Spirit come upon them. 
Tberefore, let it be your earneſt prayer, Come from the 
« four winds, O breath of the, Lord, and breath upon 


«& theſe flain, that they may live,” * * 
Secondly, As to your conduct in relation to your flock, 
1. Guard againſt too much familiarity or intimacy 
with them. We do not mean to encourage a haughty 
auſtereneſs, a moroſe diſtance, or a ſolemn Rarchneß of 
demeanour. This conduct, with people of diſcernment, 
will rather beget contempt than reſpect. It is a veil that 
a very ordinary eye will pierce. But there is a cextain 
becoming gravity of conduct, and eaſy dignity, that we 
can more caſily imagine than defcribe, which is highly 
neceſſary for preſerving reſpect, and eſpecially reſpe 
from thoſe who, from want of education, are in danger 
of going too far without knowing it. The old proverb 
will always be found true, Too much. familiarity breeds 
7 0 Phil. i. 19. ; 
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£ contempt.” —— Nor is it expedient that a miniſter 
ſould make very intimate friends or companions of any 
under his charge. As all men are liable to fall, this may 
ive them too much power over him, were they to for- 
ſake miniſtry. It may hurt themſelves, by knowing 
too much of his weakneſs, which a boſom- friend muſt al- 
> le have acceſs to know; and it will infallibly excite 
A others, who may think themſelves equally intitled 
ch tokens of reſpect. But in theſe, as in many other 

pe 2k that we cannot particularly ene * Wiſdom is 


60 proſitable to direct. 


2. Beware of encouraging tale. bearers. "Theſe; are per- 
ſons that wiſh to inſinuate themſelves into the good 
graces of thoſe who are in ſome meaſure, ſtrangers to 
them, by their afliduity and officiouſneſs. There will ge- 
nerally be found ſome of this claſs in every congregation, 
From a pretended regard to religion, . and it may, be from 
a real regard not balanced by prudence, they wiſh to 
convey every thing that is ſaid or done to the cars of the 
miniſter, and not to be ſeen in it themſelves. But he who 
reports any thing, and does not incline to ſtand, to it, 
gives great reaſon to ſuſpect either his motives or his in- 
tegrity. If ſuch. perſons be encouraged, a winiſter may 


bid adieu to eaſe and comfort. The words of a tale 


ec hearer are as wounds, and they go down to the inner- 
et moſt parts of the belly. But where there i is no tale- 
40 bearer, the ſtrife ceaſeth.” 

3. Endeavour to make yourſelf acquainted vith their 
tempers, excellencies, weakneſſes, degrees of knowledge 
and grace, and temptations. This, through the bleſſing 
of God, will be a mean for enabling. you to“ ſpeak a 
ec word in ſeaſon,” to their different caſes; to, 1 ſuit .your- 
ſelf to them in converſation; and to manage them, whey 
they may. be unhappily engaged i in differences. * 


7 birdly, As to your brethren in the, miniſtry. PEN" 4 


. Cultivate a ſpirit of hve toward them, as your « fel. 


cc low labourers in the Lord.“ You, ſee with what-tender- 
neſs of affection the great Apoſtle of the, Gentiles always 
ſpeaks of his faithful brethren; as“ fellow · workers, fel 


low. labourers, beloved of the Lord, and hovring 
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„ much 


C 

« much in the Lord.“ Dwell not, either in your own 
mind or converſation, on their weaknefles or failings. 
Theſe will ever be found with the greateſt and beſt of 
men in this ſtate of imperfection. Where: ever this in · 
clination prevails, it diſcovers a weak and invidious mind,. 
and greatly tends to mar the comfort of mutual 1 
in Chriſt. There is abundance of men arou to 
obſerve and rejoice in theſe things, although w old 
draw a veil over them, where truth is not abſolutely con- 
cerned. Remember them frequently and, fervently in 
your prayers. This is one of the beſt means ſor endear- 
ing brethren to each other; when they meet in the exerciſe. 
of prayer at the throne of grace; when, although at a 
diſtance, they hold inviſible but real and intimate com- 
munion through one Head. « Behold ! how good and 
% how pleaſant a thing it is for brethren to dwell toge- 
ther in unity.” This is one injunction of the Spirit, 
that we ſhould ever have on our hearts: * Above all 
things, have fervent charity among yourkelyes ; for 
&« charity ſhall cover a multitude of fins.” - 

2. Take their friendly obſervations, counſels, and ad- 
monitions, in good part. To this you have engaged to- 
day; and where this duty is faithfully exerciſed, it pro- 
miſes the beſt fruits. Even ** open rebuke is better than 
« ſecret love“ Let the righteous ſmite me,” ſaith the 
Pſalmiſt, * and it ſhall be to me a kindneſs; let him re- 
«© prove me, and it ſhall be an 7 oil, which ſhall, 
c not break my head.” Inſtead f reſenting it as an in- 
jury, he would Matte his “ \ prayer for them in their ca- 
12 2 85 

60 I charge by thee therefore, before God 171 the | IS 
« Jeſus Chriſt, ws. ſhall judge the quick and the dead 
« at his appearing, and his kingdom, preach the word; 
« be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon,,reprove, rebuke, 
e exhort with all long ſuffering and doc ine.— Watch: 


thou in all things, 3 Ar eee n 
« of thy RY « 
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My dear Farenrs, | 7 * 

you who are members of this congregation, after 
| many trials and diſappointments, have this day re- 
ceived a paſtor according to your heart, of your own 
free choice, and, I truſt, with the approbation of the 
| Spirit of God. You have heard the engagements he hath 
| come under, in relation to you and the church of Clift 
in general. But you muſt not imagine that nothing is re- 
quired on your part. Time will not permit that I ſhould 
enlarge on the duties incumbent on you ; only I would of- 

fer you the few following exhortations. rg Res 
I. Lay your account with finding your minifter àa man 
of like paſſions with yourſelves. People at firſt, ih the great 
wathath of their affections, are in ſome degree apt to look 
upon their miniſter as if he were a being of a ſuperior 
nature. When they become better acquainted with him, 
they find their miſtake, and are ready to ſet down the de- 
cline of their affections to the account of a ſuppoſed de- 
cline in his conduct, and not to their own mifapprehen- 
ons. This is one reaſon why the more unthinking part 
of mankind are, in general, inclined to make ſo little al- 
lowance for miniſters. They ſcarcely. ſuppoſe that they 
ſhould be chargeable with the common weakneſſes of hu- 
man nature. But the Holy Spirit particularly remarks of 
Elias, that although he was a great reformer in Hrael, 
ga man that ſtood almoſt alone in his day, that had ſuch 
remarkable influence in prayer, that when * he prayed 
ce that it might not rait, it rained not on the earth by the 
& pace of three pay "and fix months; and when he 


r e heaven | AC rain, and the earth 


„ prayed again, 1 
4 brqught vrth her fruit u 44e was ſtill + man ſub- 


© ject to like paſſions as we are .“ Fou Will therefore 
need to remember, that as * the law made men prieſts 
& who had infirmity,” the caſe is the fame undef the go- 
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to and that you may expect to find, that he who is 
is day the defire of your hearts, is not an angel of God, 
but a man © compaſſed about with infirmities.” Herein 
appears the infinite wiſdom and power of God, as well 
as his love to the church. He hath put the treaſure 
in earthen veſſels :” and it is much better for you; be- 
cauſe he is thus better qualified for “ having compaſſion 
on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way.” 
The Holy Spirit is pleaſed to record the failings of Chriſt's 
ſervants, as well as of others, not only as a warning to 
the church, and an encouragement to others, when left to 
fall into fin, but as a declaration to all, that they are not 
to expect perfection from any mere man in this world, or 
in the diſcharge of the higheſt office, Thus, we have an 
account of the keen diſpute among the diſciples about the 
Pre-eminence; of the ſanguinary propoſal of John and* 
James, in relation to the Samaritans ; of Peter's denial of 
his Lord; of the temporary apoſtacy of all the reſt; of 
the ſharp contention between Paul and Barnabas; and of 
the difference between Paul and Peter, about compliance 
with the Jews, when Paul withſtood him to the face, be- 
- *© cauſe he was to be blamed.” 1 | 8 
2. Beware of haſtily entertaining prejudices, or recei- 
ving calumnies againſt him. Perſons are moſt in danger 
of this, when the edge of novelty is blunted. But you 
ought to remember, chat the character of a miniſter is 
very tender; and that it is far eaſier to harbour a preju- 
dice, or propagate a calumny, than to ſilence them, al- 
though altogether groundleſs. There are always ſome who 
have a malignant pleaſure in ſpeaking ill of their ſupe- 
riors, who with to extenuate their own faults, or extol 
their ſuppoſed excellencies, by bringing others down to 
a level with themſelves, or making them appear greatly 
inferior. The Apoſtle's injunction is, Againſt an elder 
6c receive not an accuſation, but before two or three wit= 
4 nefles.” If this, hold of any elder, even one who is on- 
ly employed in ruling, much more in relation to him 
* who labours in word and in doctrine.“ Beware, there- 
fore, of giving heed to whiſperers : © A ſmall ſpark often - 
& Kkindleth a great fire.” A whiſperer ſeparateth chief | 
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n 
cc friends.” Whatever be the conſequences, theſe things 


will, at any rate, mar your edification in the mean time. 
| Do not unneceſſarily interrupt him in his ftudies. 


From a well- -meant, though ill-judged kindneſs, peo le 
are very ready, eſpecially at firſt, to fall into this miſtake, 


When you have any thing of importance to communicate 
to your miniſter, it is your duty to go to him, and his to 
receive you. The lips of the prieſt ſhould keep know- 
<< ledge, and the people ſhould aſk the law at his mouth.“ 
But when you have nothing but ordinary converſation, it 
is neceſſary to exerciſe prudence; leſt you take up too 
much of that time that ought to be devoted to more im- 
portant concerns. | 
4. Be not offended at neceſſary recreations. When real 
Jove to a paſtor is balanced with common ſenſe, and a to- 
lerable meaſure of reflection, his people, inſtead of en- 
deavouring to curb moderate relaxation, will encourage 
it, and rejoice in it. Thoſe who wiſh to make a man's 
cloſet his priſon, act at leaſt as if they alſo withed to make 
him an early ſacrifice. The bodies of miniſters are form- 
ed of as brittle materials as thoſe of other men; and it 


mould be remembered, that their employment calls more 


for recreation than any ordinary employment, becaule i i 
wears out both body and mind. 

5. Make conſcience of ſupporting him according to your 
Increaſing ability. It is neceffary that a perſon devoted to 
a ſacred employment ſhould be free from the cares of this 
life. Be not inſtrumental in burdening him with theſe. 
„No man that warreth entangleth himſelf with the affairs 
«< of this life; that he may pleaſe him who hath choſen 
„him to be a ſoldier *.“ There are two ways, either 
of which will ſubject a miniſter to the anxious concerns of 
the world : if he voluntarily entangle himſelf with worldly 
buſineſs; or, on the other hand, if he have not enough for 
the ſupport of his family, When miniſters are fo ſtrait- 
ened in their circumſtances, as to be at a loſs to“ provide 
« for thoſe of their own houſehold ;” they are as effec- 
rually burdened with worldly cares, as if immerſed in 
worldly buſineſs. You may well ſuppoſe. it a great trial 
to them, when they cannot fupport _ credit, or it may 
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be ſcarcely relieve the neceſſities of nature. It is requiſite 
that they ſhould keep their promiſes in temporal matters, 
at leaſt as faithfully as other men; and this they cannot 
do if the means be denied them. Perſons generally think 
it enough, if they keep to the letter of their promiſes-in 
temporal ſupport ; but if a miniſter did no more for their 


fake, in ſpiritual matters, than barely fulfil the letter of 


his duty, they would be abundantly ready to think that 
he did by far too little Now, it muſt be remembered, 
that the obligations are mutual. There is no more re- 
quired of him in his ſtation, than of you in yours. If 
his labours increaſe, by the blefling of God on his mini- 
ſtrations, it is but reaſonable, nay equitable, that he ſhould 
eat more abundantly of their fruits, A man does not act 
conſcientiouſly, if he never give more at one time than 
at another. If Providence be more liberal to you at one 
time than another, you ſhould conſecrate the more to the 
great Giver. This is certainly the ſcriptural rule: Let 


every one of you lay by him in ſtoxe,—as God hath pro- 
4 ſpered. him “.“ This is the way to * ſcatter, and yet to 


% increaſe.” MHhatever you do in this reſpect, do not ap- 
prehend that your miniſter is your debtor. All your tem- 
poral ſupplies are but a ſmall recompence for his ſpiritual 
labours. If we have ſown unto you ſpiritual things, is 
„it a great thing that we ſhould reap your carnal 
c things 1?“ Here is an evident alluſion to that propor- 
tion that always takes place in nature between the ſeed- 
time and harveſt. The huſbandman who labours in ſow- 
ing, partakes of a harveſt of the ſame kind with the ſeed 
he hath ſown ; but miniſters have. a harveſt only of an in- 
ferior kind. They ſow ſpiritual things to others, and on- 
ly reap carnal things from them in return. 

6. Do not officiouſly meddle with the concerns of his 
Family. A conduct pr this kind is ſometimes the fruit of 
genuine love, when mingled with ſelf-importance, or 
not properly regulated by prudence. As every man feels 
that he has an intereſt in the welfare of his paſtor, he 
thence makes a tranſition to his family, and is ready to 
give himſelf a great deal of trouble, that is neither re- 
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quired of him, nor deſerves a very thankful return; be- 
_ cauſe it muſt be ſuppoſed, that he ſhould be capable to rule 
his own houſe, who is choſen to rule the church, and be- 
cauſe it ſometimes occaſions a great deal of needleſs ſpe- 
culation, often ill-grounded reports, and always diſagree· 
able conſequences of ſome kind or other. 

7. Receive him as the ambaſſador of Chriſt to you. In 
this way are you called to teſtify your love to Chriſt him- 
ſelf: “ Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, he that receiveth 
« whomſoever I ſend, receiveth me; and he that recei- 
& veth me, receiveth him that ſent me *.” Liſten to his 
meſſages, in agreeableneſs to the word, not as the word 
* of a man” like yourſelves, but as the oracles of God, 

as in deed and in truth the word of the living God.” 

wo Pray much for your minifter. He needs your 
prayers. It has been often ſaid, that a praying people 
will make a preaching miniſter. This is indeed the way 
in which you are to expect ſuitable meſſages by him, as 
the anſwer of your prayers. You muſt have your eyes to 
the great Maſter, that he may direct his ſervant to © ſpeak 
*« a word in ſeaſon.” * The words of the wiſe are as 
« poads and nails faſtened in a ſure place; but they muſt 
all come from one ſhepherd.” Every genuine miniſter 
will deſire the prayers of his people. How often does 
the Apoſtle ſolicit theſe ! © Brethren, pray for us, that 
*« the word of the Lord may have free courſe; and be glo- 
ce rified. I beſeech you, brethren, for the Lord Chriſt's 
« ſake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye ſtrive to- 
« gether with me, in your prayers to God for me.” 

9. Kindly receive his counſels and reproofs. When a 
miniſter does what is painful to his own feelings, he cannot 
juſtly be ſuſpected of ſelfiſi motives. There can be little 
pleaſure in reproving for the ſake of reproof: therefore 
confider theſe as the evidences of his love to Jou, and 
concern for your ſalvation. 

10. Follow the example of his faith. He is given as a 
pattern to you in converſation, as well as a feacher in doc- 
trine. Therefore ſays Paul, . Brethren, be followers to- 
* gether of me, and mark them who walk ſo, as ye have 
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« us for wn enſample.“ You are called to follow him, in. 


_as far as he follows Chriſt. 


11. Beware of itching ears. The connection of the 
words of our text plainly leads ns to this exhortation. 
This is one of the evils and trials of which the Apoſtle 
forewarned Timothy, verſ. 3. For the time will come, 


© when they will not endure ſound doctrine; but after 


ic their own luſts ſhall they heap to themſelves teac 

« having itching cars.” An itch after novelty is an ev 
that ſometimes creeps into the church, even when there 
is no renunciation of true doctrine. People are apt to be 
inconſtant, to be fond of new gifts, to become weary of 
thoſe that they are well acquainted with; without confi- 
dering, that in this way it is not properly the information 
of their judgements, far leſs the transformation and enli- 
vening of their hearts, that they ſeek after, but the tick- 
ling of their fancies; without confidering, that thoſe gifts 
which they are beſt acquainted with tend moſt to edifica- 
tion ; that frequently thoſe which are moſt captivating at 
firſt, will leaſt ſtand the teſt of a narrow inſpection and 
daily uſe; and that, at any rate, the moſt ſhining talents 


will loſe much of their luſtre when they become familiar. 


But ftill the Apoſtle's words imply, that thoſe who are 
under the influence of a ſpirit of novelty, are in great 
danger of being carried away by unſound doctrine, if he 
who teaches it thould greatly pleaſe the imagination. Tho? 
people may not be ſo far gone, as that © they will not en- 
*« dure ſound doctrine;“ yet they are taking the high way 
to loſe a reliſh for it, if they will be ſatisfied with nothing 
but neu doctrine. . Although you hear many things the 
fame, both in matter and manner, yet you ſhould re- 
member, that every * ſcribe. who is inſtructed into the 
« kingdom of heaven, muſt, like an houſeholder, bring 
c out of his treaſure things old, as well as new.” | 
12. Finally, Take heed that“ you do not receive the 
grace of God in vain.” Let it ever dwell on your minds, 
that you muſt give an account of the improvement you 
make of his miniſtry who is ſet over you in the Lord, 
and of the performance of your duty toward him, When 


the Lord hath thus manifeſted his kindneſs to you, be- 


ware of requiting him unthankfully, by a miſimprove- 
8 ment 
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ment of the goſpel. Remember, that you cannot © e. 
te ſcape if you neglect ſo great ſalvation.” If © he that 
te deſpiſed Moſes's law died without mercy, of how 
* much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought 
tc worthy, who hath trodden under f60t the Son of 
c God, and hath counted the blood pf the covenant, 
4 wherewith he was ſanctified, an unholy thing, and, hath 
ce done deſpite unto the Spirit of grace!“ „But we hope 
te better things of you, and things that accompany ſal- 
« vation.“ 

Now, * the God of peace, that brought again from 
ce the dead our Lord Jeſus, that great Shepherd of the 
«*« ſheep, through the blood of the everlaſting covenant, 
* make you perfect in every good work, to do his will, 
« working in you that which is well- .pleafing i in his ſight, 
« through Jeſus ( Chriſt ; io whom be glory for ever and 
« ever. Amen.“ 


FINIS. 


